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Senior Privileges or Privileged Seniors?

Underclassmen at Nobles 
venerate the seniors: they’re 
the oldest, they have the big-
gest presence on campus, they 
lead assemblies and clubs, and 
they captain teams. Yet when 
those same underclassmen 
reach their senior year, it seems 
to them as if there is no change 
in their school life. With min-
imal senior privileges, many 
students feel like senior year 
is no different from the rest of 
their high school experience. 

Amidst the common 
stressors of senior fall, such as 
college applications and quarter 
one grades, scenes of the senior 
tradition of Spike Ball on the 
Beach seem distant. “Right now, 
I don’t think [senior privileges 
are] on people’s minds, because 
we’re not in the spring yet. But 
I think in the spring, it will be-
come something that kids start 
to talk about,” Lulu Wright 
(Class I) said. Until November, 
when Nobles grants seniors the 
ability to leave campus during a 
free period, there are no notable 
special privileges. “Right now I 
don’t feel any difference. So far 
this year there’s been nothing 
where I’m like, ‘Oh, thank God 
I’m a senior. I can do this now,’” 
Natalie Maher (Class I) said.

Many students in oth-
er high schools anticipate 
long-awaited senior ditch and 

prank days, milestones of se-
nior year depicted in popular 
movies. Nobles seniors feel 
as though they have noth-
ing of the sort. With more se-
nior privileges, “we’d be more 
hype,” Maher said, explaining 
that the Class of 2020 doesn’t 
have much to look forward 
to. Kat Poole (Class I) agreed: 
“[Adding privileges] would 

create a more fun culture.” 
Other private schools, like 

Milton, give their seniors prior-
ity parking. “I think it’s really 
annoying that Sketchy Lot [a 
senior-designated parking lot 
now occupied by construction 
equipment] is closed. I have to 
leave the house 20 minutes ear-
lier than I usually do to get a 
spot at the MAC,” Maher said. 
At Belmont Hill and Winsor, se-
niors have full-year off-campus 
privileges. So, for many seniors, 
the part-year off-campus rule at 
Nobles is enigmatic. For exam-
ple, Bronwyn Jensen (Class I) 
thinks it would actually make 
more sense if seniors could go 
off-campus for the whole year.

However, implementing 
more senior privileges could 

Kait Schuster
Staff Writer 

Up in a Puff of Smoke: E-Cig Ban

After a whirlwind few 
months of news surrounding 
the effects of vaping, school 
nurse Lisa O’Connor has some 
simple advice: “Don’t do it!” 
Vaping has negative health con-
sequences, including the risk 
of addiction, and is detrimen-
tal to brain development and 
learning. According to O’Con-
nor, “Some students are aware 
of these effects and choose not 
to vape. However, many stu-
dents might think that if they 

vape once in a while they may 
not be affected. Others might 
realize the effects and may 
try to stop, but can’t because 
they are already addicted.”

Current data support that 
vaping is on the rise. According 

to a 2019 survey by the Uni-
versity of Michigan, 1 in 4 stu-
dents in the 12th grade reported 

that they had vaped within the 
previous 30 days, 1 in 5 in the 
10th grade, and 1 in 11 in the 
8th grade. The number of stu-
dents who had vaped nicotine 
during the previous 12 months 
and those who had never 
vaped nicotine also significant-
ly increased in each grade this 
year compared to the previous 
year, the survey also found.

The vaping crisis has 
been mounting over the last 
few months. In August, the 
Center for Disease  Control 
reported that more than 400 
people had some form of va-
ping-related respiratory ill-
ness, with 6 confirmed dead. 
Since then, that number has 
risen to 805 with 12 deaths.

In September, the White 
House announced a plan to 
ban flavored e-cigarettes, such 
as bubble gum, cotton candy, 
and banana split, due to the 
rise in middle school students 
using these products. On Sep-
tember 25, Governor Charlie 
Baker declared vaping a public 
health crisis in Massachusetts 
and banned the sale of vaping 
products, citing a need for more 
information on the mysterious 

(Continued on p. 4)

prove to be a challenge. Some 
students and faculty have ex-
pressed the concern that more 
privileges might distract un-
derclassmen. Wright explained, 
“Over time, the administra-
tion has just kind of been like, 
‘It’s a distraction to other stu-
dents.’ They’ve kind of cut out 
all of those options for us.” 

For Class I Dean Kim Lib-
by, awareness and respect are 
big parts of the equation. “I 
think that with senior pranks, 
there is always a line that can 
be a little bit hard to know 
when you’re crossing it and 
when you’re not,” Libby said. 

She pointed out that senior 
year comes with its own set of 
emotional complications. “One 
downfall is that [senior year] can 
become very self-focused, and 
that can turn into potential en-
titlement, like: ‘We’ve done our 
four years here, and now we de-

serve ‘x’’... At the end of the day 
we’re all part of a much bigger 
community,” Libby said. In the 
interest of maintaining a strong 
community, a core Nobles value, 
she also suggested, “It would be 
a more generous gesture for se-
niors to also say, ‘In what way 
can we give back for the time 
that we’ve been here?’ [in order 
to] be more outward-looking.’” 

Some seniors believe that 
implementing privileges would 
not polarize the school— in fact, 
the opposite. Jensen said that 
given the opportunity, “We’d 
play more of a physically big role 
in the community. I think peo-
ple would look up to us more.” 
However, younger students 
have their own concerns. Henry 
Patterson (Class II) said, “The 
more senior privileges there 
would be, the less of a bridge 
there would be between [se-
niors and] all the other grades. 
I think that something that’s 
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vaping-related illnesses. To date, 
20 countries have banned the 
sale of e-cigarettes including In-
dia, Brazil, Uruguay, and more. 

According to an anony-
mous Class I student, the ban 
and health warnings might not 
change people’s minds about 
vaping. They said, “I don’t 
think anyone who Juuls thinks 
it’s a good thing, but [believes 
that] it is not as bad as ciga-
rettes. It tastes good and it is 
hard to stop.” They also said 
that the ease of vaping may con-
tribute to its popularity. “When 
you hang out with people, it’s 
such an easy thing to do. You 
have your own personal de-
vice, and you can hit it when-
ever,” the student explained.

It is unclear whether or 
not the bans will reduce vap-
ing among students. A Class II 
student and occasional e-cig-
arette user said that the state 
and planned federal ban may 
not affect kids’ e-cigarette use 
because “there will always be a 
way to get it [vaping supplies].” 
Some parents are concerned 
that the ban will result in more 
kids buying through the black 
market. They fear these unregu-

lated products contain harmful 
ingredients. According to the 
journal “Health Affairs,” unless 
e-cigarette companies can prove 
to the Federal Drug Admin-
istration,  over the next eight 
months, that vaping is “appro-

priate for the protection of pub-
lic health,” their products could 
be pulled from the market.

How is Nobles handling 
the vaping crisis? Vaping educa-
tion is part of the Middle School 
PD curriculum, through which 
Nobles executes a multi-fac-
eted approach to ensure all 
students are learning the facts 
and are able to get help if they 
need it. O’Connor offered the 
following advice for students 
who need help quitting: ask a 
parent/guardian, teacher, ad-
visor, school nurse/counselor, 
athletic coach, doctor, or oth-
er trusted adult for guidance. 
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Nobles,

 Welcome to the 2019-2020 Edition of the Nobleman! We are so excited to be helping the Nobleman 
reach new heights and integrate it more deeply into our community’s fabric.
 Our ultimate goal this year is to craft a newspaper that brings light to people, events, and experienc-
es that often fly under the radar. For example, this issue contains articles such as “From Paper to Produc-
tion: First Student-Written Play” to illuminate student creativity and “Cultural Appropriation vs. Appreci-
ation in Fashion” to address stereotypes and microaggressions. 
 We also want to dig for deeper stories and bravely pursue controversial topics, as we hope you’ll see 
in the upcoming issues. The Nobleman will not shy away from our duty to inform readers of events we 
feel they have a right to know about. 
 In striving to meet our goals, we ask for your help. The content we produce should be be connected 
to your voices. If you have a reaction to anything produced by the Nobleman, such as the opinion pieces 
“The Importance of Storytelling” or “No Humanity Left Behind” in this issue, we strongly encourage you 
to submit a Letter to the Editor on our website: www.thenoblemanonline.com. 
 The website also has a new “guest writer” section, serving as a platform to promote views and ex-
periences from our community. Head to the “Submit” page on the website to send in any ideas you may 
have for guest writing. 
 This year, we hope to create a newspaper that the entire community is proud to read and feels repre-
sented by. Happy reading!
 
 Love,

 The Editors 
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News

Griffin Callaghan
Staff Writer 

The fight against plastic 
waste rages on. From bans on 
plastic bags in cities to single-use 
water bottles at the San Francisco 
International Airport, lawmak-
ers have adopted an increased 
urgency in lowering Amer-
ica’s environmental impact. 

Over 120 cities and towns 
in Massachusetts have imposed 
single-use plastic bag bans. 
These legislatures represent over 
50% of the state’s population. 
The bans on plastic bags repre-
sent a greater focus on environ-
mental legal action, as well as a 
trend towards fewer single-use 
plastics in our everyday lives. 

The town of Dedham has 
not yet imposed a ban on sin-
gle-use plastic bags, although 
AP Environmental Science 
teacher and member of the 
Town of Dedham Sustainability 
Committee Deb Harrison said, 
“We are working on it. And I 
hope it’s going to happen.” Har-
rison explained the various lev-
els of action. She said, “Even if a 
ban has not occurred at the state 
level, that does not prevent com-
munities from taking action… 
[many] have already enacted 
bans on single-use plastic bags, 
and [have] not waited for the 
state to act.”                                   

A potential ban from Dedham 
would not impact Nobles di-
rectly, as the town legislature 
does not control the school’s 
environmental choices as a pri-
vate institution. Currently, pri-
vatized bans on plastics have 
appeared in only a few smaller 
areas, including the aforemen-
tioned San Francisco airport as 
well as Facebook’s new corpo-
rate offices. The plausibility of 
a ban like this appearing at No-
bles, however, is debatable. At 
the moment, Nobles only offers 
its students the option to refill 
reusable bottles at water foun-
tains located around campus. 

One initiative that the En-
vironmental Action Committee 
(EAC), a combination of student 
and faculty members who look 
to lower Nobles’ environmen-
tal impact, is planning to take 
involves developing new, No-
bles-specific reusable water bot-
tles that can make it even easier 
to take advantage of the water 
fountains. EAC co-leader Haley 
Alpaugh (Class II) explained, 
“We are trying to make new 
bottles this year to either sell or 
give out. They should be out by 
either December or next semes-
ter.” By providing a reusable op-
tion, the club hopes that people 
will make more environmental-
ly friendly choices. However, 
students still need to remain 

alert to everything else that they 
can be doing. EAC also collab-
orates with our dining service, 
FLIK, to ensure that we reduce 
our carbon footprint wherev-
er possible. Director of Din-
ing Services Matt Burek said, 
“[Whenever] you get into reus-
ing or repurposing something, 
you need constant reminders.” 

However, there are many 
students who prefer the ease 
of single-use bottles, especially 
when it comes to speed. Jake 
Bollin (Class III) uses both reus-
able and single-use plastic bot-
tles, but believes that “plastic is 
easier. You just grab it and go.” 
Similarly, Taylor Hyland (Class 
II) explained, “I can grab one 
[plastic bottle] at the door be-
fore I leave for school instead 
of putting in ice and waiting 
for [a reusable bottle] to fill up.” 

While support for plastic 
bottles definitely exists at No-
bles, so does the idea of pri-
oritizing sustainability over 
time-efficiency. Julia O’Donnell 
(Class II), in response to com-
plaints about difficulty with re-
usable bottles, posed the ques-
tion: “What’s more annoying, 
letting the planet die or sacrific-
ing a minute out of your day?” 

Despite the variation in 
sustainability beliefs on cam-
pus, students and faculty alike 
do not see an internal ban as the 

best solution. Hyland summed 
up this position, stating, “Do not 
ban the bottles.” The constant 
need for awareness is also rele-
vant to a possible compromise. 
O’Donnell, on keeping plastic 
bottles a part of Nobles life, said, 
“I don’t think it’s within the ad-
ministrative power to ban them, 
but they [the administration] 
could incentivize sustainable 
actions.” Another problem that 
could arise from a potential in-
ternal ban is that even if Nobles 
were to stop selling or try to pre-
vent people from bringing their 
own plastic bottles, the struggle 
of sustainability would continue 
to exist outside of the communi-
ty; EAC co-leader Olivia Cheung 
(Class III) said, “Ultimately, it 
comes from home,”when dis-

cussing continued plastic use. 
Burek also added that a ban at 
Nobles may not work due to 
the size of the school. He said, 
“It’s a large community with 
a lot of moving parts so it’s 
very difficult to get everyone 
to be completely on board.” 

Regardless of where peo-
ple stand on single-use plastic 
bans, general work towards 
environmental sustainability 
needs to be done. Through re-
minders, baby-steps, and incen-
tivizing, we can make a larger 
change toward lessening our en-
vironmental impact and repair-
ing some of the damage that we 
have already done because, as 
Cheung concluded, “Nothing is 
going to get done if we don’t try.” 

Should Nobles Ban Plastic?

A Call For Impeachment
Meredith McBride
Managing Editor 

On September 24, Nancy 
Pelosi announced an impeach-
ment inquiry into President 
Trump. Impeachment is a for-
mal process in which a sitting 
president of the United States 
may be accused of wrongdo-
ing. Pelosi determined there 
is an adequate amount of ev-
idence to consider convict-
ing him for “high crimes and 
misdemeanors, so the House 
of Representatives can vote 
to impeach him. There, a sim-
ple majority is required to im-
peach. A president can continue 
to govern even after they have 
been impeached by the House. 

Next, the impeachment 
proceedings commence in the 
Senate. They will hold a vote 
to dismiss, in which a majori-
ty is required to reject the mo-
tion to impeach. If the motion 
is not dismissed, a trial is held. 

If a two-thirds majority of 
the Senate votes to convict the 
President, they are removed 
from office. Once a president 
is removed from office, the line 
of succession follows with the 
vice president taking over first. 
The Senate does not have the 
authority to convict the pres-
ident of any crimes and send 
him to jail, but the Constitu-
tion mandates that “the party 
convicted shall nevertheless 

be liable and subject to indict-
ment, trial, judgment and pun-
ishment, according to the law.” 

If the Senate fails to con-
vict the president, he will be 
impeached but not removed, 
as was the case for former Pres-
idents Bill Clinton and An-
drew Johnson. No president 
has ever been removed from 
office, although Clinton, John-
son, and Nixon have faced im-
peachment. Whether the pres-
ident is impeached, removed, 
or neither, he may continue 
to run for president in 2020. 

As of now, the impeach-
ment process is in early stages; 
currently, the House Commit-
tees are compiling evidence of 
impeachable offenses to sub-
mit to the Judiciary Committee. 
Since the Republicans control 
the Senate, many think that it is 
unlikely that Trump will be con-
victed and removed from office.

A few weeks ago, a whis-
tleblower from the intelligence 
community revealed that on July 
25, the day after Robert Muel-
ler testified before Congress, 
Trump spoke on the phone with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky; US Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo was on the call 
as well. Trump was looking to 
uncover any negative informa-
tion regarding the work of Joe 
Biden’s son, Hunter Biden, pos-
sibily due to the upcoming pres-
idential election; Hunter Biden 

has conducted businesses in 
Ukraine. The White House 
has since released the official 
transcript of the call, which 
shows Trump asking Zelensky 
to investigate Hunter Biden:

“There’s a lot of talk 
about Biden’s son, that Biden 
stopped the prosecution and 
a lot of people want to find 
out about that so whatever 
you can do with the Attor-
ney General [then William 
Barr] would be great. Biden 
went around bragging that 
he stopped the prosecution 
so if you can look into it... 
It sounds horrible to me.”

At this time, there is no 
evidence of wrongdoing by 
Hunter or Joe Biden. Accord-
ing to Pelosi, Trump’s request 
to involve a foreign power 
would “undermine the in-
tegrity of our election,” thus 
violating his oath of office 
and warranting investigation. 

Trump has since de-
scribed the call as “very in-
nocent,” and was backed 
up by Zelensky, who stat-
ed, “Nobody pushed me.” 

However, at the time of 
the phone call, Trump was 
withholding close to $400 
million of congressionally-ap-
proved aid money intended 
for Ukraine to help combat 
corruption and Russian in-
volvement in their govern-
ment. Many have interpreted 

(Credit: Sammy Walkey)

this withholding, combined with 
Trump’s request to Zelensky, as a 
quid pro quo situation in which 
they would not receive money if he 
did not receive his information. As 
of October 1, 225 members of the 
House (all Democrats, save for one 
Independent) were in support of 
the impeachment inquiry, which is 
a majority.
     In another development, Lev 
Parnas and Igor Fruman were 
arrested in an airport on October 
10 with one-way tickets out of the 
United States. The two men worked 
with Rudy Giuliani, a personal law-
yer of Trump currently under in-
vestigation, to persuade Ukrainian 
prosecutors to look into Biden’s 
involvement in his son’s work. 

   
Trump has denied knowing both 
men, despite photographs of them.
        Over the course of the next  
week, a former Russian advisor 
will testify, a Guiliani associate and 
the Ambassador to the EU will be 
deposed, and several sets of White 
House documents will be due, with 
October 18 being the deadline giv-
en for the subpoena. This subpoe-
na has not yet been responded to, 
and the Trump administration has 
said that they will not be honoring 
subpoenas for the impeachment 
investigation. At this time, it is 
unclear if the administration will 
eventually give in and aid in the 
investigation, or what the conse-
quences will be if they don’t.

Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi announces launch of official impeach-
ment inquiry. 
(Credit: CNN)
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Anya Cheng
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DAVID ORTIZ SHOT 

On June 9, retired Boston Red Sox 
player David Ortiz was shot at the 
Dial Bar and Lounge in Santo 
Domingo in the Dominican Re-
public. Ortiz was ambushed by 
a gunman and shot once in the 
back. He received surgery at a 
nearby hospital in Santo Domin-
go. The news shocked many, with 
an outpouring of support on so-
cial media from fans and players 
alike. Ortiz was a beloved player 
and continues to be an admired 
figure in Boston, raising millions 
of dollars for charity. Ortiz recov-
ered well and sustains no lasting 
injuries. 
 

COCO GAUFF DE-
FEATS VENUS WIL-

LIAMS IN FIRST 
ROUND

On July 1, 15-year-old tennis 
prodigy Coco Gauff defeated 
39-year-old Venus Williams in 
the first round of Wimbledon. 
Although she had already com-
peted in the United States Open 
and the French Open, this was 
Gauff ’s first Grand Slam sin-
gles match of her career. Her 
victory was a major upset —
Williams is a five-time Wimble-
don singles champion, and Gauff 
was ranked 313th in the world 
before being selected as a wild 
card in the Wimbledon qualifi-
ers. She has now made history 
as the youngest player to qualify 
for Wimbledon in the Open era. 

HONG KONG PRO-
TESTS

This summer, millions of Hong 
Kong residents took to the streets 
to protest a controversial extradi-
tion bill. This bill would mandate 
that accused criminals in Hong 
Kong be tried in China, and many 
protestors believe it would under-
mine their region’s sovereignty 
and freedom. The protests, while 
initially intended to be peaceful, 

Senior Privileges or Privileged Seniors (continued)
I think that something that’s 
so special about Nobles is how 
all of the grades are so close.” 
 For the moment, Class I 
students appreciate the smaller 
perks of senior year, like prime 
seating in and early dismissal 
from assembly each morning. 
Jensen said, “I also like that we 
get freedom with our classes in 
terms of electives and choos-
ing courses that we want to take, 
rather than [ones] we have to 
take.” Seniors get priority during 
course selection and they also can 
enroll in the most unique classes, 
such as English elective offerings 
and other senior-only classes. 
 Is it a privilege enough to 
be a senior, especially at Nobles, 

or should seniors have additional 
benefits unique to their class? Se-
nior privileges are a unique way to 
bring the Class I students togeth-
er, but they also run the risk of di-
viding the rest of the school. No-
bles students and administration 
alike continue to wonder whether 
it’s possible to increase privileg-
es without changing the over-
all culture of the student body.

quickly escalated to violent con-
flicts between demonstrators and 
police. Police used tear gas and 
rubber bullets, while protesters 
threw bricks and metal poles. As 
the summer went on, the mean-
ing of the protests evolved far 
beyond opposing extradition. 
For many residents, protesting 
became a way to protect Hong 
Kong’s special freedoms, which 
have always been a contested sub-
ject between their previous Brit-
ish rule and Chinese tradition. 

WOMEN’S NATIONAL 
SOCCER TEAM WINS 

WORLD CUP

On July 7, the United States wom-
en’s soccer team won their fourth 
Women’s World Cup, setting a 
new record and a new standard 
for women’s soccer around the 
world. The Women’s World Cup 
had dominated the news for a 
month, and for the U.S. team, the 
win meant more than just anoth-
er title. The topic of equal pay had 
been a crucial part of the conver-
sation surrounding the team’s vic-
tory. The women’s team won a sum 
of $4 million from FIFA, while the 
male champions (France) won 
a sum of $38 million. This dis-
pute sparked a movement among 
fans, who chanted “Equal pay!” 
in the stands at the final game. 

A$AP ROCKY RE-
LEASED FROM JAIL

On August 2, A$AP Rocky was 
released from a Swedish jail, 
allowed to return home while 
awaiting a verdict on his assault 
charges. The case drew global at-
tention, with public figures like 
Kim Kardashian and Donald 
Trump taking to Twitter to advo-
cate for his release. To the shock 
of many, Trump even sent his spe-
cial envoy for hostage affairs— a 

person who is usually involved 
with hostages and prisoners of 
war— to Rocky’s trial. Two weeks 
later, Rocky and two others were 
found guilty of assault, but man-
aged to evade additional jail time. 

SHOOTING IN EL 
PASO WALMART 
LEAVES 22 DEAD

On August 3, a gunman opened 
fire in a Walmart in El Paso, kill-
ing 22 and injuring many others. 
The gunman was identified as 
21-year-old Patrick Crusius. Cru-
sius had posted a white suprema-
cist manifesto on now-dismantled 
online message board 8chan 19 
minutes before the attack, citing 
a “Hispanic invasion of Texas” 
and detailing plans for his at-
tack. Due to the fervent, hateful 
anti-immigrant sentiment of the 
manifesto, authorities treated the 
case as domestic terrorism. The 
country mourned for El Paso, 
which has long been a hallmark 
of Hispanic culture in Texas. 
 

TONI       MORRISON       DIES

On August 5, Toni Morrison, a 
world-renowned author and play-
wright, died at 88-years-old from 
complications with pneumonia. 
Morrison’s contributions to lit-
erature about black history and 
culture were immeasurable. Her 
loss was deeply felt from fans all 
over the world. Over the course 
of her decades-long career, Mor-
rison won countless awards and 
taught as a professor emeritus at 
Princeton University. Notably, 
she won the Pulitzer Prize for 
Fiction, the Presidential Med-
al of Freedom, and was the first 
black author to win the Nobel 
Prize in Literature. However, her 
accomplishments stretch far be-
yond the realm of physical priz-
es. She aimed to write the stories 
that had typically been silenced, 

and in doing so, opened a new 
world of storytelling to the world.

JEFFREY EPSTEIN 
COMMITS SUICIDE 

IN JAIL CELL

On August 10, jail officials an-
nounced that financier Jeffrey 
Epstein had hung himself in his 
Manhattan jail cell. He had been 
charged the month before with 
sex trafficking and sex trafficking 
conspiracy and was awaiting trial. 
The news angered many, especial-
ly his victims, who lost their day 
in court to confront him. His sui-
cide also sparked a federal inves-
tigation into the unusual circum-
stances surrounding his death at 
the Metropolitan Correctional 
Center. After being found uncon-
scious in a jail cell weeks before, 
Epstein had been placed on sui-
cide watch, only to be taken off 
less than a week later. This caused 
mass speculation and conspiracy 
about his death. Even President 
Trump supported certain theo-
ries on Twitter, namely that his 
suicide was actually a planned 
murder. Although Epstein’s sui-
cide presented further challenges 
in the investigation, prosecu-
tors pledged to continue to pur-
sue justice by pressing charges 

against his co-conspirators. 

FIRES IN AMAZON

In late August, reports of devas-
tating fires across the Amazon 
rainforest sparked a public outcry 
against the Brazilian government. 
Initially, the fires were started by 
miners and farmers as a means 
of clearing land for their work. 
However, they quickly grew out 
of control into the highest num-
ber of fires in the rainforest since 
2010. #PrayForAmazona quickly 
began trending on Twitter, with 
high profile celebrities and world 
leaders calling for Brazil’s Presi-
dent Jair Bolsonaro to take action 
against the mass destruction. Bol-
sonaro and his administration, 
however, have been focused on 
developing the rainforest for cor-
porations, leading many to blame 
him for the 84% increase in for-
est fires since he took office. Un-
der Bolsonaro’s leadership, the 
Amazon lost about 1,330 square 
miles — an area slightly bigger 
than the size of Rhode Island —
of forest in the first half of 2019. 
During this crisis, scientists 
warned the public that losing the 
Amazon, often called the “lungs 
of the Earth,” would be devas-
tating for the Earth’s ecosystem. 

News

(Credit: Kayla Henderson)

(Credit: Drew Barry)

What You Missed This Summer
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Vocal Groups Remove Gender Restrictions

 Watch clips from any past 
choral concert and you’ll notice 
some common trends. The ‘all-fe-
male’ a cappella group, Greens-
leeves, coordinated in black dress-
es and ribbons, frequently sings 
songs about ‘girl power’ and em-
anate a sassy, feminine aura. The 
‘all-male’ a cappella group, No-
bleonians, always wears suits and 
ties, and charms the audience with 
their trademark boyish energy. 
    Since their inception, Greens-
leeves and Nobleonians have been 
gendered. This year, however, 
both groups are being made gen-
der-neutral. Singers will now au-
dition on the basis of voice rather 
than gender identity; sopranos 
and altos are eligible for Greens-
leeves, while tenors and bass-
es can try out for Nobleonians. 
 Greensleeves Director Mi-
chael Turner and Nobleonians Di-
rector Nhung Truong created this 
policy to make a cappella  groups 
more inclusive, particularly for 
students who identify as trans-
gender, gender non-conforming, 
or non-binary. Turner said, “The 
traditionally used terms ‘female a 
cappella’ and ‘male a cappella’ are 
not gender-inclusive and do not 
take into account that we clearly 
know that gender is not binary.” 
On the importance of this change, 
Turner said, “There are people in 
the Nobles community who iden-
tify as neither female nor male. We 
need to be certain that no student 
feels marginalized...by our use 

of gender binary terms, and that 
every student musician feels that 
they have a place in our program.”
 The policy change made 
sense from a musical perspec-
tive; Truong pointed out that 
voice parts are often fluid across 
the gender spectrum. There may 
be girls who can sing in a ten-
or range, boys who can sing in 
the soprano and alto ranges, or 
non-binary students who can 
sing in either a “female” or “male” 
range. Truong explained, “These 
voice parts are being gendered, 
even though they shouldn’t be.” 
 Some people view the pol-
icy as a necessary and positive 
step forward, especially as atti-
tudes surrounding gender shift 
in society. Greensleeves senior 
leader Ali Castro (Class I) said, 
“As society becomes more mod-
ern, and people are adjusting to 
new genders and new types of 
sexualities, it is definitely im-
portant for us as a community 
to include all of these people.” 
     However, some see the sin-
gle-gender nature of the groups 
as an empowering part of the 
groups’ cultures and identities. 
Nobleonians member Toby Urell 
(Class I) said, “It is important to 
continue breaking down the bar-
riers surrounding gender-specific 
activities; however, I also believe 
nurturing select gender-specific 
activities is important to help peo-
ple of those genders embrace who 
they are.” Urell alludes to the idea 
that the unique dynamics of all-fe-
male and all-male groups create a 
sense of community and belong-
ing for girls and boys on campus. 

     On the other hand, librarian 
Talya Sokoll believes that chang-
ing the culture of Greensleeves 
and the Nobleonians is neces-
sary to be inclusive of all genders. 
Sokoll said, “While it’s important 
to create a space where people 
can feel like they can celebrate 
who they are, it’s important to 
remember that for so long, peo-
ple who have existed outside the 
male and female assignment at 
birth have had no place like that.” 
      Greensleves senior lead-
er Hailey Brown (Class I) said, 
“While there is something special 
about groups being all-female, it 
is important to be open to peo-
ple who...don’t identify as either 
[male or female].” She believes 
that, with the new policy, the cul-
ture of Greensleeves will focus 
more on having fun and making 
music together instead of gender. 
If a non-cisgender female stu-
dent were to join Greensleeves, 
Brown said, “At first they may 
feel out of place, but they’ll...feel 
unified by voice part, because 
that is now the unifying factor.” 
Nobleonians senior leader Rishi 
Khanna (Class I) also believes a 
culture shift is necessary  to  ac-
commodate for non-cisgender 
male singers in Nobleonians. 
Khanna said, “It’s not up to them to 
try and adapt to what the [Nobleo-
nians] culture is, it’s on us to make 
it more comfortable for them.”
Sokoll believes that these chang-
es will result in an improved 
Nobles community. She said, 
“When we make spaces more 
inclusive for other people, that 
makes places better for all of us.” 

 On the first day of school, 
students don’t even have to bring 
their backpacks. Instead, they 
bring drawstring bags and a water 
bottle, and the school year begins 
with retreat. Retreat is a long-
standing tradition where each 
class spends the day doing ac-
tivities outside of the classroom. 
 Retreat is considered an 
integral part of the Nobles expe-
rience. Many faculty members 
believe that retreat makes the 
back-to-school transition easi-
er. Class I Dean Kim Libby said, 
“I think it can be hard when you 
jump right into our schedule 
and pace. Retreat is a way of eas-
ing in that feels more natural.” 
 Not only are students un-
accustomed to the pace of the 
school year, some have gone the 
entire summer without seeing 
their classmates. “It’s a gift that 
we have this ten-week break, but 
it also results in folks not being in 
touch for two and a half months,” 
Class II Dean Cam Marchant said. 
 The goal of retreat differs by 
class, and is often set by the deans. 
“Each dean has a certain amount 
of autonomy to define goals of 
what they want their retreat to 
accomplish,” Marchant said. For 
typical entry grades, like 7th and 

9th grade, the retreats are focused 
on orienting and familiarizing 
new students with the campus. 

“I think that being 
able to meet kids in a 

non-school setting was 
helpful.” 

Henry Saltzman (Class IV) ex-
plained that his retreat was a help-
ful way to start at a new school. 
He said, “I saw where every-
thing was [on campus]. I also got 
more of an understanding about 
the way things were at Nobles.” 
 For grades with fewer new 
students, retreats focus both on 
orientation and allowing return-
ing students to reconnect. For 
10th and 11th grade, the retreats 
take place off campus, and stu-
dents work on bonding activities 
in small groups. New student 
Mikayla Paquette (Class II) said, 
“I think that being able to meet 
kids in a non-school setting was 
helpful.” However, Robby Vilos-
si (Class II) said, “I don’t really 
believe the retreat was catered to 
new kids. Some teachers there 
didn’t even know that I was a 
new student, so it was really just 
up to me to go up and meet oth-
er people and introduce myself.” 
 The administration tries 

to be attentive when it comes to 
the experience of new students. 
Libby said, “We are heavily an-
alyzing if our new students are 
served during retreat, or if it is 
more beneficial to students who 
already know the school.” One 
of the most important things to 
consider for new students is the 
balance of structured and un-
structured time. Marchant said, 
“Unstructured time could be 
something that’s anxiety provok-
ing and challenging. If you don’t 
have somewhere to be with a 
specific group, [you might won-
der], ‘Am I going to be alone’?”
 This concern was echoed 
by Vilossi, whose retreat included 
bowling this year. He explained, 
“At the bowling area, friend groups 
just stayed with their friends, and 
it was obvious that you had to go 
out of your way to get to know 
people and introduce yourself.” 
Especially for grades like 11th 
grade, where there aren’t many 
new incoming students, the added 
pressure of making friends during 
retreat could seem daunting.   
 Although it may seem like 
retreat is an unchangeable tradi-
tion, the Nobles administration 
constantly reevaluates how the 
school year should start. “I do 
think that this year, we are going 
to think a little more critically, as 

a whole upper school leadership, 
about what retreats look like in 
years to come,” Marchant said, 
noting that they will be looking 
for a “school wide definition” 
of retreat. Head of the Upper 
School Michael Denning said, 
“It’s an ongoing conversation.”
 

Although it may seem 
like retreat is an un-

changeable tradition, 
the Nobles administra-
tion constantly reevalu-
ates how the school year 

should start. 

 Among Nobles students, 
there are mixed opinions on re-
treat. However, both Paquette 
and Vilossi agreed that retreat 
helped them meet new people 
before school officially started. 
If given the choice to keep re-
treat, Saltzman said, “I would 
have definitely kept retreat be-
cause it gave me a day to settle in.” 
 However, there does ap-
pear to be one consensus sur-
rounding the debate about re-
treat: easing into the school year 
is critical. As Denning said, “We 
don’t have to start with the U.S. 
history term paper. Instead, let’s 
get together. Let’s talk about 
community, and who we are.” 

Anya Cheng
Staff Writer 

Vivian Li
Staff Writer 

(Credit: Emily Orscheln)

(Credit: Kayla Henderson)

Retrick or Retreat?
Student Life
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Student Life

What is your role at Nobles? Upper School math 
teacher
Do you coach any sports? No 
What did you do before Nobles? Taught math for 18 years at 
Lexington and Lawrence Public High Schools  
What about Nobles most excites you? “The people! Students 
and faculty both.”  
What do you want to bring to the Nobles community? “Well, 
what I see around me — intellectual curiosity. I really enjoy 
the conversations I’ve had so far with people, so I want to be 
a good conversation companion in all that goes on around 
here.” 
Fun fact: Conducted orchestras in Brookline during graduate 
school.

What is your role at Nobles? School archivist and librarian. 
Do you coach any sports? Will coach Middle School Tennis in the 
Spring
What did you do before Nobles? Graduated in May from University of 
Illinois with a masters degree; first jobpost-grad school.  
What about Nobles most excites you? “I was initially drawn to Nobles 
because there is a strong sense of community and a very rich history 
and culture. This excites me as an archivist because I enjoy working 
with materials that have rich meaning, and working with people who 
genuinely care about the institution.”
What do you want to bring to the Nobles community? “I am really 
excited to expand the archives program, bring awareness to archives as 
a field of study, and uncover the hidden treasures and collections we 
have at this school.”
Fun Fact: Has an identical twin sister who lives in Arizona.

What is your role at Nobles? Upper School history teacher 
Do you coach any sports? Currently coaches the Girls Varsity Soccer team
What did you do before Nobles? Worked at an independent school in New 
Jersey also teaching history and coaching soccer
What about Nobles most excites you? “The food definitely was a pull! I 
think the kids are really just kind but hardworking and motivated and as 
a teacher that really speaks to me. All the colleagues I’ve met so far, all the 
teachers and administrators are really collegial and supportive. It just feels 
very much like a community where people want to get to know each other 
and build strong relationships and that is very attractive to me.” 
What do you want to bring to the Nobles community? “Some different 
perspective. I think there are a lot of people that went here that now come 
back and teach and coach, and that to me says a lot of really positive things 
about the school. There are teachers who have been here for decades and I 
think it is nice to get in some new people that have been doing this in other 
places, have been exposed to other ways of doing things, and can bring a 
fresh insight or perspective on things and push the conversation in a differ-
ent direction.” 
Fun fact: Is an avid New York sports fan, even in MA. 

Allen Olsen

Heidi Charles

Welcome 
New

faculty

Joanna Hallec

Kait Schuster
Staff Writer

(Credit: https://www.goodfreephotos.
com/vector-images/big-pencil-vector-art.
png.php)

(Credit: https://www.needpix.com/photo/
download/1804699/apple-icon-apple-
icons-mock-up-apple-symbol-fruit-red-ap-
ple-icon-graphics-free-illustrations)

(Credit: Kayla Henderson)

(Credit: Kayla Henderson)

(Credit: Kayla Henderson)
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Sunlight streams into a 
typical New York City apart-
ment as Lauren Patten sits 
wearing an “I’m with Her” 
t-shirt. Occasionally her cat can 
be caught meandering about in 
the back of the webcam view.

Currently, she is prepar-
ing for the Broadway debut 
of rock musical “Jagged Little 
Pill,” in which she portrays 
Jo, a genderqueer teenager 
exploring a relationship with 
her best friend, Frankie Healy. 
The show traces the Healy 
family, tackling topics such as 
opiate addiction, racial iden-
tity, and the “Me Too” move-
ment. The music of the show 
is mainly from Alanis Moris-
sette’s homonymous album, 
but features her other songs, 
including some written ex-
clusively for the production.

Before becoming Jo, Pat-
ten played Alison Bechdel in 
“Fun Home” on Broadway, 
who comes out as lesbian. 
Roles that explore identity 
catch Patten’s eye: “Art helps 
people grow and understand 
themselves deeper, as an audi-
ence member and for the peo-
ple working on it. I want to 
have more conversations about 
that; identity and your under-
standing of it is very fluid, 

and is going to shift through-
out your life,” Patten said. 

As she began to discov-
er her own identity, she also 
debated whether or not she 
should reveal it publicly. Al-
though concerned about being 
typecast, Patten realized she 
couldn’t “rule [her] life or ca-
reer based on those thoughts,” 
and recognized her opportuni-
ty “to be a voice and example 
for younger queer people who 
want to feel that it’s safe and 
normal and okay to be queer 
and successful in life,” which 
was “much more important 
than listening to any fears.” 
In particular, she is excited 
to share her experience as 
a bisexual woman in a rela-
tionship with a man, “which 
is not something that is of-
ten valued or talked about.”

Patten also loves the po-
litical firepower that comes 
with the show due to its “so-
cial nature.” She is involved 
with activism outside of 
“Jagged Little Pill,” advocat-
ing for change surrounding 
queer issues, gun control, 
and climate change. She rec-
ommends that young people 
become and remain involved 
with issues they’re passion-
ate about through clubs, pro-
tests, petitions, and education.

To Patten, voting is espe-
cially important: “Regardless 

of how broken or functional 
you view our political sys-
tem, it’s an enormous right 
and privilege, and to not vote 
when you have the ability to is 
a huge disgrace to democracy,” 
she said. Patten also believes 
that even if you’re too young 
to vote, you’re never too young 
to discuss it. She herself exem-
plified it: when Patten was 
16, she interned for Obama’s 
campaign, implementing her 
ability to make change before 
she could vote. Patten also 
utilizes social media to ex-
press political views, and al-
though she thinks it can be a 
“great tool” for young people 
to debate, she points out, “it 
can be hard to have nuanced 
conversations on social media; 
nothing is going to replace be-
ing in a room with people.”

Despite the political na-
ture of the show, Patten finds 
the paramount message to be 
the value of honesty; every 
character in the show grapples 
with “trying to hide [their] 
pain and [their] truth to pres-
ent something [they] think is 
more acceptable to others,” she 
said. To her, the show empha-
sizes the importance of under-
going the immensely difficult 
experience of being honest not 
only with others, but yourself.

There are equally mean-
ingful takeaways from the 

music of the show. Because 
“Jagged Little Pill” is “a very 
formative album for a lot of 
people–– so huge and emo-
tionally important–– to see it 
reinvented in this way, and 
for people to be able to ex-
perience it again, in a new 
light, is extraordinarily mov-
ing for them,” Patten said.

During the show’s first 
preview at the American Rep-
ertory Theater, she discovered 
that “tons of people had flown 
in from all over the world who 
were big Alanis fans. It was 
the first time it hit me that I 
was singing a song that peo-
ple knew.” She described it 
as “exciting, and also a little 
scary” knowing how many 
people look forward to the 

performances of their favorite 
songs. However, as consistent 
and well-deserved standing 
ovations indicate, Patten is not 
disappointing fans, especially 
with her climatic renditions 
of “You Oughta Know” mid-
way through the second act.

Although the show fea-
tures songs over two decades 
old, the show feels modern 
and relevant in today’s society: 
“Alanis’s lyrics transcend the 
moment that she wrote them,” 
Patten said. The show is 
unique because “it doesn’t shy 
away from exactly what we’re 
going through right now as a 
country. It just goes there with-
out any layers of metaphors.”

 

Meredith McBride
Managing Editor 

Lauren Patten Talks the “Jagged Little Pills” of Politics, Identity, and Broadway
Student Life

(Credit: Flickr)

Comic Relief
Sammy Walkey

Staff Artist



Athletics

SportsFall
Boys Cross Country
Captains: Christopher Millay, Sammy Guerrero, Charlie Guerra, Finn 
Crawford (All Class I)
One Word to Describe the Team: Family
Season Goals: Improve our standing in the ISL and become closer as a 
team
Team Rituals: Team dinners, listening to music on the bus, drawing 
watches on wrists pre-race that say “go” (to explain that it’s Go-Time)
Rivals: Belmont Hill, RL
Favorite Team Dinner: Comella’s Chicken Parmesan or Spaghetti and 
Meatballs
Hype-Up Song: “Scatman” (Ski-ba-bop-ba-dop-bop)
Team Motto: Who’s hungry?
Team Dress: Button-down shirts and ties
Past Captains You Admire: Lev Sandler ‘19, Adam Qu ‘19, Jamie Pat-
terson ‘18, and David Yeh ‘18.

Girls Cross Country
Captains: Emily Orscheln, Maeve Connolly, Devon Tyrie (All Class I) 
One Word to Describe the Team: Energetic
Season Goals: To continue the sisterhood and win ISLs
Team Rituals: Ribbons for every race, writing with a sharpie before 
the race, the Michele Dufault race that we run as a team, and making 
bracelets before ISLs
Rivals: Thayer, BB&N
Favorite Team Dinner: Banquet at Sheeran’s House after ISLs
Hype-Up Song: September’s “Earth, Wind & Fire”
Team Motto: When the sun comes up, you better be running
Team Dress: Color block at practice every Friday
Past Captains You Admire: Delaney Callaghan ‘19, Olly Gill ‘18, and  
Elizabeth Paglione ‘17

Girls Field Hockey
Captains: Caroline Higgins and Charlotte Epker (Both Class I) 
One Word to Describe the Team: Top-Dog 
Season Goals: Win the ISL and win New Englands
Team Rituals: Skate house, singing Colder Weather, USA day, ribbons, 
chirps
Rivals: Rivers, Andover
Favorite Team Dinner: Chicken Broccoli Ziti or Steak Tips
Hype-Up Song: “Good Times Roll”, “Take It All Back 2.0”, “Green Light”
Team Motto: The whole is greater than the sum of your parts
Team Dress: Blackout, twin day, Halloween 
Past Captains You Admire: Cici Henderson ‘19, Maya Keenan-Gallagher 
‘18, and Sara Falkson ‘18

Griffin Callaghan
Staff Writer
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Athletics

Football
Captains: Jackson Phinney and Cam Large (Both Class I)
One Word to Describe the Team: Family
Season Goals: Win all 8 of our games and then win our bowl game
Team Rituals: After every Friday practice we do a lap around our field 
and get everything set for the game
Rivals: St. Sebs, BB&N, Milton, and RL
Favorite Team Dinner: Spaghetti and Meatballs
Hype-Up Song: “Hells Bells” by AC/DC
Team Motto: Rich Hip China
Team Dress: Suit and ties
Past Captain You Admire: Will Welch ’19

Boys Soccer
Captain: Harry Roberts (Class I) 
One Word to Describe the Team: Dynamic
Season Goals: To take it one game at a time
Team Rituals: Nobles Cup, Team Ice Baths, Cutoff Fridays
Rivals: Milton, Rivers, Brooks
Favorite Team Dinner:  Chicken Parm, Chipotle, Chick-Fil-A
Hype-Up Song: “Split” by Tiesto
Team Motto: Run for yourself, run for your mates.
Team Dress: Ties
Past Captains You Admire: Skye Henderson ‘19, Brendan Collins ‘19, 
Chris Collins ‘19, and Jack Roberts ‘17

Girls Soccer
Captains: Kiley Bertos, Ella Midura, and Olivia Patz (All Class I) 
One Word to Describe the Team: Loving
Season Goals: Come together as a family, win the ISL and New En-
glands again
Team Rituals: Singing “Defying Gravity” before every game, touching 
Devon’s bench
Rivals: Tabor, Worcester, Thayer, and BB&N 
Favorite Team Dinner: Comella’s, 7 Layer Dip
Hype-Up Song: “Powerglide”, “Defying Gravity”, “Power” by Kanye 
West, and “Power” by Little Mix
Team Motto: Defy 
Team Dress: Either all black or black dresses and high soccer socks
Past Captains You Admire: Allie Winstanley ‘19, Adrie Luster ‘18, and 
Brooke Raffone ‘17

Volleyball
Captains: Kat Poole (Class I) and Sydney Jones (Class II)
One Word to Describe the Team: Dynamic
Season Goals: Defend our ISL title and be a well-oiled machine on the court
Team Rituals: Pre-game screaming circle, hair bows, and singing “Walking 
in Memphis” with Coach Hurley
Rivals: Lawrence Academy and Milton
Favorite Team Dinner: Chicken and Broccoli Ziti, any dessert made by Lily 
Jaczko 
Hype-Up Song: “Truth Hurts” by Lizzo and “Finest Hour” by Cash Cash 
Team Motto: SNAP (Say Next And Persevere)
Team Dress: Our favorites include twin day, flannel friday, and color block
Past Captains You Admire: Alex Poole ‘19 and Ashley Ducharme ‘18
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Saffiyah Coker
Staff Writer 

From Paper to Production: First Student-Written Play 

Kathryn Cloonan
Staff Writer

Scholarships for Exchange Students?

“It’s so unfair that some-
one who completely deserves 
and really wants to come to 
Nobles can’t [do so] because 
of their financial situation,” 
Morgan Kendall (Class II) 
said, after learning that one 
of her Peruvian friends would 
not be able to participate in 
an exchange with Nobles 
in October. She continued, 
“They are just as deserving 
as anyone else and the only 
difference is they can’t pay 
for it. It makes me so mad.”

 
“We have a very 

specific focus in 
these programs not 
to support individ-
uals over organiza-

tions.”

Kendall and seven oth-
er students traveled to Peru 
with Nobles this summer. 
She spent the first week of 
the trip living with a stu-
dent from Nobles’ new part-

ner school, San José Obrero. 
Maeve Connolly (Class 

I), another student on this 
trip, was greatly impacted by 
the students she met abroad. 
She also recounted that it was 
difficult to hear that some stu-
dents would not be able to vis-
it Nobles. Connolly said, “Ob-
viously we want to see them 
again, but we won’t be able to 
because they can’t afford it.”

cerns from the administration, 
one of which is that the fund-
ing would only benefit one 
person. “We have a very spe-
cific focus in these programs 
not to support individuals 
over organizations,” explained 
Director of EXCEL Ben Sny-
der, “because our partnership 
is with the organization, not 
with an individual person.” 

“Our first prior-
ity is to make sure 

Nobles kids can 
have these opportu-

nities.” 

Exchange trips, more-
over, oftentimes do not have 
a service component. Snyder 

ing a scholarship for students 
abroad could create competi-
tion between exchange pro-
grams, because one student in 
Peru may be just as deserving 
as another in Spain or Turkey. 
This would mean starting 
scholarships for all exchange 
trips, requiring more money. 

Chief Financial and Op-
erations Officer Steve Gins-
berg said, “It would be a huge 
undertaking to start paying 
for kids who don’t go to No-
bles to have access to No-
bles. Our first priority is to 
make sure Nobles kids can 
have these opportunities.”

However, Ginsberg also 
said, “There is a lot of power 
in the experience of Nobles 

Sprawled across her bed-
room floor, Kathryn Cloonan 
(Class II) shuts her comput-
er with a thud. The last edit 
of her play, “The Impossi-
ble Case,” has finally been 
completed. At the moment, 
Cloonan simply feels as if she 
has completed another school 
assignment. But really, she 
has made history in the NTC. 

In a few weeks, “The 
Impossible Case” will be 
lighting up the Dance Studio 
with Cloonan as the direc-
tor. This play will be the first 
Student-Directed Play (SDP) 
written and directed by a cur-
rent Nobles student. The cast 
consists of Anushka Harve 
(Class I), Alexander Lee (Class 
IV), and Avery Miranda (Class 
II). They all aim to break away 
from traditional SDPs. “Two 
detectives must solve the 
most difficult case ever seen,” 
Cloonan said, summaris-
ing her play in ten words. 

One of Cloonan’s many 
talents is her way with words. 
She has attended two back-
to-back summer writing pro-
grams: a writing program for 
young women at Smith College 
and a writing-intensive at Bard 
College. There, she crafted her 
writing skills in every genre. 

The process of writing 
her play was not a particularly 
arduous one. “Writing is some-
thing that I would do to re-
lax,’’ Cloonan said. She wrote 
the first draft of her play in the 
spring of her sophomore year 
as the focus of a for-credit in-
dependent project in playwrit-

ing. It took Cloonan one week 
to write each scene, and three 
weeks to write the whole play. 
However, she said, “The edit-
ing process was much longer.” 

This buddy-cop comedy 
is laden with middle school 
humor and slapstick jokes. 
Cloonan drew inspiration 
from her personal life when 
writing interactions between 
characters. “I have three 
younger siblings so I am very 
well versed in animated mov-
ies, and I also watch a lot of 
‘Brooklyn-99,’” she explained. 
The comedic dynamic present 
throughout the play is root-
ed in many classic children’s 
movies like “Megamind” and 
“The Incredibles.” Cloonan 
also drew inspiration from 
daily conversations. “When 
someone says something ri-
diculous, there is a chance 
I will write it in,” she said. 

She has made 
history in the NTC.

When deciding the genre 
of her play, Cloonan chose be-
tween two darker ideas and a 

ed. The actors’ freedom to en-
joy themselves and laugh out 
loud at their mistakes makes 
Kathryn’s play, according to 
the cast, unique. “I’m prob-
ably the loudest director in 
the world,” Cloonan said, 
“and every time someone 
makes a good choice I’m like, 
‘Yes!’ Or anytime someone 
says something really funny, 
they just hear me wheezing.”

Student-directed theatre 
is an opportunity for students 
to learn and grow. “With the 
playwright available, you can 
much more readily consid-
er and make changes to the 
script as a part of the rehears-
al process,” Halperin said. 
A successful director is one 
who is willing to adapt and 
change during the directing 
process. SDP faculty advisor, 
Adaire Robinson, believes 
that Cloonan’s directing style 
fits this criterion. She said, 
“You have to be ready and 
willing to take advice and get 
insight from anyone that you 
can because it makes you a 
richer director, makes you 
a better actor, and it makes 

you more aware. [Kath-
ryn] is really good at that.”

 Cloonan is often willing 
to adjust the script and make 
changes. “There are times 
when the actors will do some-
thing and I am like, ‘Huh, I’ve 
never really thought of it like 
that,’” Cloonan said. “We can 
either roll with it or change it 
up: it depends on the context 
and how they feel about it. I 
definitely like to take their [the 
actors’] opinion into account 
because they are working on 
the characters,” she explained. 

In theatre, “you have to 
be willing to leave your judg-
ments at the door, show up, and 
appreciate these characters for 
who they are and put yourself 
out there for them. That’s an 
experience that is often un-
der-prioritized in other parts 
of our society,” Robinson said. 

Nobles, leave your judg-
ments at the door and be un-
afraid to laugh during “The 
Impossible Case” on October 
17-18 in the Dance Studio. 

Giving a partner 
school money for a 
scholarship, while 

generous, could 
cause complications 

because Nobles 
would not be able to 

control where that 
money goes.

But why shouldn’t 
these students be able to 
come to Nobles? Couldn’t 
we provide them with 
some kind of scholarship? 

The idea of creating a 
scholarship for exchange stu-
dents comes with a few con-

kids living and being in an-
other place.” He discussed 
the importance of Nobles 
students being able to meet 
people from all different back-
grounds. In order for Nobles 
students to do so through an 
exchange scholarship, Gins-
berg believes it would have 
to be a one-time occurrence 
created by a student-led 
fundraiser like a bake sale.

Peru Trip Leader Vio-
let Richard is a supporter of 
starting these scholarships. 
Richard said, “It is important 
to build these relationships 
because building relationships 
builds communities [and] 
family. It is important that we 
start [these] conversations.” 

more comedic, “goofy” feel. 
Due to the lack of enrollment 
in the playwriting class that 
Nobles offered, Director of 
Performing Arts Dan Halperin 
offered to mentor her through 
an independent project.

Miranda believes that 
theatre is an opportunity for 
students to be their authentic 
selves. In the Nobles commu-
nity, she said, “Nobody wants 
to be weird. Nobody wants to 
stick out.” However, accord-
ing to her, “It is okay to branch 

out and show parts of yourself 
that you are worried about.” 

She expressed the par-
ticular importance of laugh-
ter in accomplishing that goal 
of expressing yourself and 
better understanding the en-
vironment around you. To 
Miranda, laughing out loud 
takes courage. She explained 
that the ability to find the hu-
mor in yourself and others 
around you is necessary to 
act in “The Impossible Case.” 

“You have to 
be willing to leave 
your judgments at 
the door, show up, 

and appreciate these 
characters for who 
they are and put 

yourself out there 
for them. That’s an 
experience that is 

often under-priori-
tized in other parts 

of our society.”

During rehearsal, mem-
bers of the cast will often burst 
into uncontrollable laughter. 
“With Kathryn, we can laugh 
during the scenes,” Lee, who 
plays Captain Regan Platten, 
said. Starting from the initial 
read-through, Miranda, play-
ing lead detective Hayden 
Davis, was unable to control 
her laughter. “When we were 
at the read-through, I was 
laughing. And people in the 
room were like, ‘Avery that’s 
your line,’” Miranda recount-

said, “We are in exchange with 
the school rather than for the 
school.” He believes that giv-
ing a partner school mon-
ey for a scholarship, while 
generous, could cause com-
plications because Nobles 
would not be able to con-
trol where that money goes. 

Additionally, this con-
versation started with the 
Peru trip, which is not the only 
exchange opportunity. Start-

(Credit: Violet Richard)

(Credit: Angie Gabeau)
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Is Slowing Down at Nobles Realistic?

Kathryn Cloonan
Staff Writer

1-800-Phone Home

You walk into class one 
day and there is a sinister 
shoebox on your teacher’s 
desk. The box seems to smirk 
at you as you are forced to 
place your phone inside. You 
then have to suffer through the 
next fifty minutes without it. 

Phone boxes, organizers, 
and confiscation at the begin-
ning of class are now becoming 
prominent in the Nobles high 
school community. But why? 

For starters, teach-
ers had often been catching 
students on their phones in 
class. Spanish teacher Eliz-
abeth Benjamin-Alcayaga 
said, “What I noticed was stu-
dents checking them in their 
backpacks—maybe looking 
at the time or seeing if they 
had any text messages— and 
that, I would say, happened 
once a day. Very often.” 

“Being tempted 
can take away from 
their ability to en-
gage in a class dis-

cussion.”

As a member of the 
Modern Languages Depart-

ment, Benjamin-Alcayaga 
uses a hanging shoe organizer 
to collect her students’ phones 
at the start of each class. She 
said that her department de-
cided to put these organizers 
in their classrooms to pre-
vent students from losing fo-
cus. Benjamin-Alcayaga finds 
them to be effective and said, 
“I think it prevents any kind 
of distractions or even [sub-
conscious] distractions that 
students might sometimes 
have with their phones.”

Similarly, English teach-
er Gia Batty notes that English 
classes require student partici-
pation and attention. She said, 
“Students having their phone 
in their pocket and  being tempt-
ed can take away from their ability 
to engage in a class discussion.”

In addition to keeping 
students from being engaged, 

room in order to “use the 
bathroom,” only to be found 
in the alcoves on their phones. 

So, does the phone con-
fiscation actually work? Mol-
ly Hughes (Class IV) said, “I 
don’t think it’s more effective 
because I haven’t seen peo-
ple going on their phones in 
the middle of class anyway.” 

However, Olsen believes 
his “‘Phone Day Care Center’ 
— a safe place where phones 
can be left while their owners 
attend to other things” is effec-
tive — to a point. He explained 
that students “are not being 
interrupted by phones, but can 
be distracted by things outside 
the window or the person right 
next to them. But it is easier, I 
think, for them to turn their 
attention back to class with 
those types of interruptions.”

Christopher Eaton 
(Class III) said, “Those peo-
ple who would be using their 
phones probably won’t be pay-

ing attention in the first place.” 
He believes that phones 

are not the only distractions so 
phone confiscation is not nec-
essarily a complete solution to 
the issue of inattention in class. 

Additionally, Eaton ex-
emplifies another issue with 
phone confiscation: he has a 
tendency to forget his phone. 

Some teachers remind their 
students to take their phones 
once the class ends; Eaton’s, 
according to him, do not. 
“Last year in Spanish class, 
I forgot it and it was like 
Thursday or Friday. I didn’t 
get it back until next Tues-
day,” Eaton said. Is it fair that, 
for some students, confisca-
tion can turn into a nail-bit-
ing weekend of wondering 
whether or not they will be 
able to find their phone again?  

Because of this new anx-
iety from the confiscation, Ea-
ton believes there are alterna-
tives, like putting phones on 
silent. Batty believes that she 
too could use a different solu-
tion to the problem of phones 
in class, such as using her 
phone box only once a week. 

As possible solutions to 
phone use in class continue to 
be discussed, Benjamin-Alcay-
aga said, “The issue that I run 
into now is with computers.”

math teacher Allen Olsen be-
lieves that students having 
their phones in class can neg-
atively affect their learning. 
“In recent years, I had stu-
dents who could not put them 
away. They spent a lot of time 
looking at them and think-
ing about them, and would 
completely miss what was 
happening in class. Over and 
over, they would ask ques-
tions that other students had 
already asked and I had al-
ready answered,” Olsen said.  

Are students actually on 
their phones that often? Most 
teachers would answer yes. 

Batty said, “Students 
are using their phones all the 
time, and so their phones are 
active and on.” This does not 
always mean in class; Benja-
min-Alcayaga has caught her 
students leaving the class-

Hadley Winslow
Staff Writer 

The first assembly remarks 
made by Head of School Cathy 
Hall on the first day of school was 
the first time Nobles heard the 
phrase “slowing down.” Yet, as it 
stands now, Nobles is notorious for 
being a high-pressure institution, 
full of students who hold them-
selves to equally high standards. 

“I really want to 
[slow down], but I 
don’t think it’s possi-
ble because sometimes 
teachers… give home-
work as if we only 
take one class. Where-
as instead, we have 
five other classes with 
teachers who have that 

same mindset.”

In fact, just over a month 
into school, stress levels are al-
ready high. School counselor 
Mary Batty said, “It’s just been 
really palpable that a lot of kids 
are feeling overwhelmed and 
stressed.  I think many Nobles 
kids are trying to do too many 
things every day.” Between bal-
ancing the workload of at least 
five classes, time-devouring ex-
tracurriculars, the college process, 
rigorous club sports, and special 
family commitments, many stu-
dents can feel overwhelmed and 
‘under water’ – which can be ex-
acerbated by long days on cam-

pus and jam-packed weekends.
But what does it really 

mean to slow down? For Hall, her 
‘slowing down’ initiative encom-
passes more than just reducing 
homework levels. “It’s more of a 
naming of what I know we all feel 
is true around our fast pace, and 
a recognition that some of that is 
actually really out of our control. 
There are many things outside 
of our Nobles daily life that feed 
into the pace we each feel,” Hall 
said, explaining that family com-
mitments, club sports, and other 
obligations are also contributors. 

“There’s not enough 
time in the day to 
be a top-tier student 

and slow down.” 

Many members of the stu-
dent body think lessening the No-
bles pace is a lofty goal. For exam-
ple, Joyce Huang (Class II) said, 
“I don’t think it’s possible to slow 
down in terms of academic life 
at Nobles,” and Julia O’Donnell 

about how the workload was way 
more then than it is now.” Accord-
ing to Ayles, Nobles is heading in 
the right direction of lessening 
its workload while maintain-
ing its stronghold academically. 

Drew Temel (Class II) said, 
“With [the] amount of work [as-
signed by teachers], I think there’s 
not enough time in the day to be 

a top-tier student and slow down.” 

slow down when there are only 20 
minutes free in a day,” Hall said. 

According to her, a dis-
connect still exists between our 
goals as a community and the 
current schedule on which we’re 
operating. Emphasizing the im-
portance of face-to-face connec-
tions has always been important 
at Nobles, Hall said, and “[it is 
about] realizing that sometimes 
the extra ten minutes talking to 
a friend will rejuvenate you and 
have you feel less fatigued than 
the extra ten minutes studying.”  

From the beginning, 
Hall has espoused the impor-
tance of relationship before 
task, a value that aligns closely 
with her goal of slowing down.

“I saw it really as a call to 
action…this is something that I 
know will have a real impact on 
how our community feels as we 
focus on ourselves and our rela-
tionships with one another,” she 
said. In any initiative, the first 
step is to diagnose a problem. By 
calling attention to the pressures 
that many students experience, 
Hall believes that Nobles is facil-
itating the necessary conversa-
tions to prompt a change that will 
ultimately improve the wellness 
and happiness of the community. 

(Class II) explained, “It’s really dif-
ficult to slow down when teachers 
have to adhere to a certain curric-
ulum and there’s a certain amount 
of work we have to get done.” 

Students also spoke to the 
high levels of homework each 
night. Mary Connors (Class 
III) said, “I really want to [slow 
down], but I don’t think it’s possi-
ble because sometimes teachers… 
give homework as if we only take 
one class. Whereas instead, we 
have five other classes with teach-

ers who have that same mindset.” 

“Sometimes the extra 
ten minutes talking 
to a friend will reju-
venate you and have 
you feel less fatigued 
than the extra ten 
minutes studying.”

However, some community 
members, like Batty, think slow-
ing down is something Nobles 
can accomplish. She emphasized 
that attempting Hall’s initiative 
would benefit the school because 
of the correlation between high 
stress and poor mental health. 

Duncan Ayles (Class II) 
also possesses an optimism in 
Nobles’ ability to ‘take a breath.’ 
He said, “I’ve experienced slow-
ing down. I came here in seventh 
grade, and I have sisters who went 
here in high school. I hear stories 

But for Hall, slowing down 
by compromising academic rig-
or isn’t her initiative’s purpose.

As one of the top private 
schools in the country, Nobles 
has a reputation to uphold and 
standards to meet. According 
to Hall, sacrificing valuable ac-
ademic time in order to create 
extra free time during the school 
day could prove to be difficult, 
but it is still important to ex-
amine the daily schedule. “I’ll 
talk to students who only have 
20 minutes free in a day. I won-
der how much students feel they 

(Credit: Angie Gabeau)

(Credit: Drew Barry)

“Those people 
who would be using 
their phones proba-
bly won’t be paying 
attention in the first 

place.” 
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How to be a VSCO Girl 

Vivian Li
Staff Writer

 It is 83 degrees outside, 
and a sweltering wave of heat 
crashes over you. Beads of 
sweat slide down your face even 
though your two-hour prac-
tice has just begun. You remove 
your shirt to cool down, only to 
be told to put it back on. How-
ever, you look over at another 
team and notice multiple athletes 
running freely without shirts. 
 

The rule has more to 
do with being consis-
tent in one’s practice 
and running clothes 
than in the inappro-
priateness of span-

dex.

Not all teams abide by or 
are even aware of the rules 
for appropriate athletic at-
tire. Consequently, some teams 
have stricter dress code en-
forcement than others, often for 
rules that other teams disobey. 
 For this reason, on Tuesday, 
September 24, Director of Athlet-
ics Alex Gallagher sent the offi-
cial guidelines in an email to the 
Nobles community, stating that 

all athletes must be fully clothed 
during practices and in the MAC. 
He said, “There had been un-
written rules over what was ap-
propriate or not, and I think this 
fall what was appropriate got 
stretched. It will now be a policy 
for us because I think the sign that 
it slipped made it clear that we’ve 
got to make it a real statement as 
opposed to an understanding.” 
 This fall, and in past sea-
sons, members of the girls cross 
country team have reported in-
stances when they were repri-
manded for practicing in just 
sports bras. However, Girls Varsi-
ty Cross Country captain Devon 
Tyrie (Class I) said, “I’ve seen guys 
often going around with no shirts 
on. So that policy has been con-
tradictory for a while, and I think 
that’s always been a problem.” 
 

Not all teams abide 
by or are even aware 
of the rules for appro-
priate athletic attire.

 The boys varsity soccer 
team is one of the teams often 
seen shirtless during practice. A 
popular belief is that the soccer 
players go shirtless for “shirts vs. 
skins,” an activity where one team 
goes shirtless to distinguish them-
selves from the other. However, 

Boys Varsity Soccer player Matt 
Kirkman (Class I) said, “[Shirts 
vs. skins] never happens. We 
never take off our shirts during 
practice, it’s only ever when we 
do fitness and sprints at the end 
of practice.” Kirkman explained 
that high heat combined with the 
intensity of fitness often causes 
boys on the team to go shirtless. 
 However, there has al-
ways been an unwritten rule 
against shirtlessness for all ath-
letes, according to Girls Varsi-
ty Cross Country Head Coach 
Mark Sheeran. Sheeran said, 
“The understanding was always 
that boys would always wear 
shirts because girls can’t run 
around in sports bras, and  if 
the girls have to wear shirts, 
boys have to wear shirts.” 
Sheeran cited a lack of aware-
ness and enforcement as reasons 
for teams disobeying the rules. 
 This idea of gender equity 
also compelled Gallagher to for-
mally define the sports dress code. 
In the past, female athletes were 
consistently barred from being 
shirtless, while many male ath-
letes disobeyed the rules without 
punishment. Under the official 
policy, Sheeran said, “Now I think 
there’s [gender] equity.” Tyrie also 
believes the rules to be fair; she 
said, “If they are making everyone 
wear shirts, then I think it’s fair 
that [the girls] have to wear shirts.” 

“if the girls have to 
wear shirts, boys 
have to wear shirts.”

 Along with the shirts rule, 
there has also been a seemingly 
inconsistent and arbitrary rule 
against spandex on the girls cross 
country team. The volleyball and 
girls crew teams practice in span-
dex; Betsy Matthew (Class I), a 
member of the varsity volleyball 
team, said, “Volleyball around the 
world is always played in span-
dex.” So, there has been confu-
sion and opposition towards the 
rule against spandex on the cross 
country team. Tyrie said, “I think 
spandex is an appropriate form 
of bottoms...so I feel like people 

should be able to wear them.” 
 According to Sheeran, while 
girls volleyball and girls crew 
practice and compete in spandex, 
none of the girls cross country 
teams in the ISL race in spandex. 
He said, “Cross country runners, 
at our level, race and run in shorts. 
If you’re not racing in spandex, 
you don’t practice in spandex.” 
Sheeran explained that the rule 
has more to do with being con-
sistent in one’s practice and 
running clothes than in the 
inappropriateness of spandex.
 The new official policy 
on athletic dress code seeks 
to set an appropriate standard 
for all, but it remains to be 
seen if that will occur or not. 

(Credit: Kayla Henderson)

Emily Orscheln
Staff Writer

 Have you ever looked on 
your phone and wished you 
could be like all the other girls? 
Here I am going to outline exact-
ly what you need to be a VSCO 
girl. If you follow these steps, 
you are certain to be repub-
lished by thousands of teens and 
preteens across the country all 
striving for the same good vibes. 
 For starters, hydration is the 
key to life. How are you supposed 
to be able to manage that perfect 
sense of flow on your feed without 
being properly hydrated? Enter: 
the 32 oz pastel Hydro Flask with 
the straw cap. The pastel color is 
essential because it truly radiates 
a sense of positivity from your 
bottle. But a Hydro Flask with no 
stickers is like a cupcake with no 
frosting: boring, dry, and bland. 
The solution? Cover it with as 
many RedBubble stickers as your 
mom lets you order. Extra points if 
the stickers have mantras on them 
like “choose happy,” “don’t quit 
your daydream,” or “no bad days.” 
 I know what you’re think-
ing. Emily, how am I supposed to 
drink 64 ounces of JUST water?! 
I want more liquid but just can’t 
do any more water. Don’t stress, 
because you should always have 
your Venti Passion Peach Tango 
Mango Iced Tea from Starbucks 
in hand. Except with your met-
al straw because save the turtles! 
 Next up on the list is ward-
robe. How you dress yourself is 
basically who you are, so dress-

ing the part is soooo import-
ant. I cannot stress this enough. 
Your wardrobe should consist 
of oversized t-shirts, prefera-
bly faded. Oversized crewnecks 
are good as well, but they must 
be well worn and broken in. 
 For bottoms, ripped 
jean shorts are the best, pref-
erably light washed and a bit 
too short. Make sure that you 
can’t actually see them be-
cause, you know, chill girl vibes. 
 Birkenstocks are a must 
from May to October. Once the 
first frost comes around, you 
may switch to checkered Vans, 
but be sure to color on them. 
 Don’t fight me on this: 
accessories will make or break 
your look. Scrunchies are a must. 
How else are you supposed to 
hold your coconut-oil-hydrated 
beachy waves in a perfect high 
ponytail or an artful messy bun? 
 Next up in the jewelry de-
partment is that shell choker that 
you bought on Amazon but will 
tell people is from a small town 
in the Caribbean (even though 
you’ve never been farther than 
Florida). This one is a must! How 
else are you supposed to show off 
your Jergen’s-skin without white 
shells surrounding your neck?   
 And how are you sup-
posed to carry your Hydro 
Flask, Vans, and Polaroid while 
Penny boarding around? En-
ter the Fjallraven Kanken back-
pack for all your *environmen-
tally friendly because SAVE 
THE TURTLES* belongings. 
 Next up is your online 
presence, also known as the first 

impression you make on some-
one, also known as your lasting 
impression on someone. And 
please do not sit there and tell 
me you do not stalk the VSCO 
of your crush’s ex-girlfriend. 
We’ve all been there. And just 
for kicks, your face is so much 
more symmetrical than hers. 
 You also have to consider 
your collection. Be sure to keep 
your flow in line. Anyone can 
Facetune their own legs to be 
longer or their own waist to be 
smaller, so how you look in your 
friends’ pictures is a true gauge of 

your status. If you want to be super 
chill girl vibes, collection some 
quotes. Bonus points if they are 
from “Friends” or “Sex in the City.” 
 Also important is your 
political wokeness. Republish 
the heck out of any riot/protest/
walkout post. And don’t for-
get about our messiah, the one 
and only RBG. Long live RBG. 
 But most important of them 
all is living in the moment. Be-
cause living for right now is all 
that matters, right? To do so, take 
plenty of Polaroids. Bonus points 
if the Polaroids have a fun border. 

Then, hang all your polaroids on 
fairy lights around your bed so 
that when you sleep and wake up 
you are reminded of what is im-
portant in life: pictures of your-
self. Be sure to take advantage 
of this VSCO, even potentially 
DSCO if that is your vibe, op-
portunity: fairy lights are sure to 
get you at least three republishes. 
 Also, if you feel in-
clined, please follow me 
on VSCO at @eorscheln7.    

(Credit: Sammy Walkey)
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Opinions

Joe Bianchi
Staff Writer

 For all Nobles students, 
school starts promptly at 8:00 
a.m. Everyone wakes up at dif-
ferent times depending on how 
long they need to get ready in 
the morning and how long it 
takes them to get to school. Even 
though each student’s routine 
may vary, the consensus is clear: 
everyone could use more sleep.
 Teenagers are more pro-
ductive when they get more sleep, 
so many schools across America 
have decided to start the academ-
ic day later. In the past two years, 
over 12 districts in Massachusetts 
have changed the start time of 
schools to 8:30 a.m. Pushing  the 
academic day back could allow 
students to be more attentive in 

class, retain more information, 
and increase levels of motivation.

Pushing  the academ-
ic day back could al-
low students to be 
more attentive in 
class, retain more 
information, and in-
crease levels of moti-

vation. 

Many studies, including those 
from Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital, show that sleep does 
directly impact these behaviors. 
 The Nobles academic day 
starts at 8:00 a.m. and usual-
ly ends at 2:40 p.m. This timing 

supports extracurricular activi-
ties by allowing practices, games, 
clubs, rehearsals, and meetings 
to start and end earlier. Students 
then go home with more time to 
do their work for the next day.
 

Cultural Appropriation vs. Appreciation in Fashion
Saffiyah Coker

Staff Writer

 The beauty supply store on 
the corner of Washington and 
Dunlap Street is stocked with gold 
and silver hoop earrings. They 
have it all: bamboo, door knock-
er, heart-shaped, and nameplate 
earrings. I walk out of the shop 
carrying three new pairs of bam-
boo hoop earrings. I eagerly take 
a pair out of the plastic bag and 
put them on. These are parts of 
my identity that define who I am. 
 

Someone’s culture is 
not your costume. 

 Fashion in stores originates 
from someone and somewhere. 
Many fashion trends are rooted in 
black and brown culture, such as 
cornrows, dreadlocks, baby hairs, 
Bantu knots or “power buns”, Fu-
lani braids, or “Bo-Derek Braids,” 
as coined by Kim Kardashian. 
So are styles, which are as sim-
ple as color blocking, backward 
hats, the concept of streetwear, 
acrylic nails, large gold jewelry—
the list goes on. Problems be-
gin when a hairstyle, an acces-
sory, or clothing that belongs 
to a specific culture is worn 
because it is seen as trendy, 
fun, or funny, but not because 
people are aware of its history.  
 Wearing an article of 
clothing as a costume is a prob-
lem.  Someone’s culture is not 
your costume. It is one thing 
to appreciate a style or a way of 

dress while being aware of the 
history and people who claim it. 
It is another to wear something 
out of mockery and ignorance. 
When you wear something as a 
joke because it’s so outlandishly 
different than your culture, you 
create a problem. Are you wear-
ing something every day because 
you love it, or because you think it 
is funny? A question to consider: 
are you stopping by the culture for 
a moment, or are you here to stay? 
 

Problems begin 
when a hairstyle, an 
accessory, or cloth-
ing that belongs to 
a specific culture is 
worn because it is 

seen as trendy, fun, 
or funny, but not 

because people are 
aware of its history.

 News headlines display ar-
ticles about major fashion hous-
es being accused of cultural ap-
propriation. White celebrities 
wearing certain hairstyles are 
accused of cultural appropria-
tion or cultural insensitivity, as 
are perfume brands, shoe compa-
nies, clothing brands. What is the 
harm in borrowing an idea from 
a culture or a person? Can every-
thing be cultural appropriation? 
 Gucci, in their May 2019 
collection, debuted a headpiece 
called the “Indy Turban.” This 

headwrap, worn only by white 
models in the show, resembles 
a Sikh turban that many Sikhs 
face persecution and sometimes 
death for wearing. Burberry’s fall/
winter 2019 collection debuted 
white models with their “baby 
hairs” gelled down in intricate 
designs. Using hair gel to style 
baby hairs has been the staple of 
black and brown communities 
for generations. My advice: un-
derstand the context of the peo-
ple who wore them before you. 
Give credit where credit is due.
 Take hoop earrings, for 
example. Hoop earrings are a 
fashion staple in the closets of 
many people. You see them on 
TV, in movies, walking down the 
street. Hoops can be big, small, 
wide, skinny, marble, silver, gold, 
or plastic. Black, White, Asian, 
Latinx: hoops are for everyone. 
Historically, bigger gold and sil-
ver hoop earrings were—and 
still are— a staple in Black and 
Latinx culture. My issue comes 
when wearing hoops becomes a 
costume. A joke because it is so 
far outside your realm of “nor-
mal.” That, in turn, becomes 
a micro-aggression, because 
it seems so ridiculous to you.
. 

My advice: under-
stand the context of 

the people who wore 
them before you. 
Give credit where 

credit is due.

A micro-aggression, as defined 
by the Oxford Dictionary, is “a 
statement, action, or incident 
regarded as an instance of indi-
rect, subtle, or unintentional dis-
crimination against members of 
a marginalized group such as a 
racial or ethnic minority.” These 
subtle acts of ridicule are harmful 
when you are on the other end of 
the joke. It can often feel invali-
dating as if parts of your identi-
ty are not to be taken seriously. 
 

Everyone has the 
right  to love  what 
they wear and wear 
what they want to 

wear.
       
Before wearing something that 
might be questionable, ask your-
self: have other people been ridi-

culed when they have worn this? 
Do I understand who typically 
wears this? Taking a trip to some-
one else’s culture is different than 
staying permanently. Are you in-
terested in just the item of cloth-
ing, the style, or the accessory? 
Or are you willing to stop and un-
derstand the history and tradition 
behind it? Do you understand 
the history of the item? Who do 
you normally see wearing this? 
 Clothes are a large part 
of my identity. For me, clothes 
represent who I am at that mo-
ment. Everyone has the right  to 
love  what they wear and wear 
what they want to wear. Just do 
it intentionally. Wear something 
because you love it and because 
you find it fashionable. Because 
you feel that it represents a part 
of your personhood. But do not 
wear something out of mockery, 
because you find it funny. Be in-
tentional when making choices. 

By changing one 
small aspect of the 
Nobles routine, the 
academic day could 
be enhanced signifi-
cantly for all stu-

dents. 

 According to studies from 
Nationwide Children’s Hospi-
tal, high school students sleep 
for 7 hours every night on aver-
age. The same studies show the 
average teenager needs more 
than 9 hours of sleep to be pro-
ductive during the school day.  
For a student who lives over an 
hour away, this can result in an 
even harder time getting sleep. 
 If the academic day was 
pushed back an hour, stretching 
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:40 p.m, stu-
dents would have the opportu-
nity to sleep in later. With more 
sleep, everyone would come 
to school prepared to learn.
 Many students believe 
that this alternative is far supe-
rior. Waking up later in the day 

can make your brain feel more 
rested. However, this option is 
deceiving because everything 
else is just moved back an hour. 
Extracurricular activities would 
get pushed back later in the day, 
causing students to stay up later 
doing work. In addition, sched-
uling sports would be challeng-
ing as all other schools would 
still start and end an hour earlier. 
 

school should start at 
9:00 a.m. on Wednes-
day instead of hav-
ing X-block or long 
assembly to give 
everyone an ex-
tra hour of sleep. 

 Neither of these plans seem 
productive to the student body 
as an everyday change. However, 
Nobles should use an adaptation 
of a delayed schedule by plan-
ning a “sleep in day” as part of the 
school’s initiative to “slow down.” 
Once every two or three weeks, 
school should start at 9:00 a.m. 
on Wednesday instead of having 
X-block or long assembly to give      
everyone an extra hour of sleep. 
This way, no classes would need to 
be truncated or skipped entirely. 
Since the end of the day remains 
the same, students would get an 

extra hour of sleep on average. 
 Although Nobles would 
have to sacrifice a few assemblies, 
the student body would signifi-
cantly benefit from this change. 
Assembly is a keystone of the 
Nobles experience; however, hav-
ing the school day start this early 
is not worth sacrificing students’ 
mental health and ability to learn. 
 The reason the majori-
ty of students come to Nobles is 
to participate in a challenging 
and rigorous academic program. 
With that also comes long days 
with piles of work and too little 
time. By changing one small as-
pect of the Nobles routine, the 
academic day could be enhanced 
significantly for all students. 

(Credit: Sammy Walkey)

(Credit: Kayla Henderson)
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Opinion
The Importance of Storytelling

Anushka Harve
Editor-in-Chief 

No Humanity Left Behind
Julia Temple
Managing Editor

 At 7:00 p.m. on a spring 
Tuesday night, the advanced hu-
manities classes take over cam-
pus. 30 juniors pack into Aca-
demic Center 102 and when seats 
run out, they take to the floor. 
They are tired from a long day, 
hungry for dinner, and stressed 
about the piles of work that are 
notorious of  “Junior Spring.” 
Head of English Department 
Shannon Clark hands out a pack-
et that says “AP Literature and 
Composition” and students get 
to work reading passages. Across 
campus, sophomores have an 
identical setup in Shattuck 114, 
but their packets say “AP US His-
tory.” For a brief moment, hu-
manities are on top of the school. 
 For math and science, 
teacher recommendations and 
previous years’ grades factor into 
whether a student is placed in 
honors or standard-level classes. 
Junior and senior year, students 
can choose sciences between 
standard or honors physics, AP 
Biology, AP Chemistry, AP Phys-
ics, or elective courses. In math, 
students can take foundational, 
standard, or honors classes with 
additional APs and electives for 
more advanced students. Students 
can also take robotics, intro/AP 
computer sciences, web devel-
opment, and more. In short, the 
number of options threatens to 
overwhelm eager STEM students. 
 There are far fewer options 

for humanities classes at Nobles. 
For three years, high school En-
glish classes are predetermined: 
English IV, English III, English II. 
Similarly, history has a two-year 
track of HHC and US history. 
However, many students feel as 
though there is actually a three-
year track because college coun-
selors push students to take AP 
European History — the only AP 
humanities class offered at Nobles.
 
I should not have to 
work twice as hard 
to get the advanced 
differentiation that 
has already been 
built into the cur-

riculum for my 
STEM-inclined 

peers.
 
 The college counseling of-
fice stresses that it is better to get a 
B in an honors class than an A in 
a standard class. Yes, colleges can 
see what courses are offered at the 
school, so they know that I didn’t 
opt out of an honors English class. 
But I was told that I still needed 
to take an honors class, so I am 
now taking Honors Physics and 
AP AB Calculus. Don’t get me 
wrong, I love the classes and I 
enjoy the mental challenge. But 
if I had the option of taking an 
honors class in a humanities sub-
ject, I would take it instead of (if 

not in addition to) these classes. 
 In order to show differentia-
tion from peers and advance their 
skills, students are encouraged by 
the English and history depart-
ments to join extracurriculars like 
Debate club, Cogito (the interna-
tional affairs student publication), 
Ethics club, International Affairs 
club, and the Nobleman- even 
though half of these meet at the 
same time. Sophomores and ju-
niors are also encouraged to take 
the night AP humanities classes 
offered, even though the meeting 
time is not feasible for many stu-
dents and the added work doesn’t 
necessarily equate to high AP 
scores. As a student interested in 
humanities, I should not have to 
work twice as hard to get the ad-
vanced differentiation that has al-
ready been built into the curricu-
lum for my STEM-inclined peers. 
 Other ISL schools offer 
honors and AP tracks for students 
with interests in the humanities. 
Rivers offers English and histo-
ry classes at the honors level for 
9th-11th graders and AP and 
elective classes for seniors. Dana 
Hall offers AP English electives 
and two AP history tracks. St. 
Sebastian’s offers standard, hon-
ors, and AP tracks for both the 
history and English departments. 
Milton, like Nobles, doesn’t offer 
AP classes because of the rig-
id curriculum; however, history 
electives start freshman year and 
English electives start sopho-
more year, in addition to hav-
ing advanced writing seminars. 

 Currently, the Nobles ad-
ministration faces two main chal-
lenges to installing honors hu-
manities tracks. The first reason 
why honors and AP classes aren’t 
offered in humanities is the limit-
ing exclusivity of separate classes. 
The administration believes that 
discussion-based classes like En-
glish and history should include 
many diverse opinions from dif-
ferent backgrounds. Nobles is al-
ready selective as an institution, so 
according to them, every student 
should have a basic understand-
ing of writing skills and reading 
comprehension. Additionally, un-
like in math and science, human-
ities classes don’t teach specific 
concepts that build on each other.
 

 

  
  

I disagree. I don’t believe that sep-
arating students with a demon-
strated strength and interest in 
English or history would make 
class discussions less fruitful. I 
think that each class could cover 
the same material, but the honors 
class would move at a quicker pace 
and challenge students to push 

their skills further. I understand 
why humanities teachers don’t like 
adhering to rigid AP curriculum 
classes, but this same restriction 
doesn’t apply to honors classes. 
 The second obstacle fac-
ing the history and English de-
partments is placement. Math, 
science, and language classes 
are based on measurable skills 
and prior knowledge, so place-
ment tests, previous grades, 
and teacher recommendations 
identify the level a student is 
placed into. For the humanities, 
placement would be harder. 
 However, I believe there 
is no reason why the same sys-
tems can’t be used to place a 
student into honors English 
and honors history. Teachers 
could even read a short writ-
ing sample from students. 
 I love having the oppor-
tunity to take upper-level sci-
ence and math classes because I 
think that a balanced education 
is vital to the development of 
well-rounded individuals. But I 
look forward to a day when No-
bles allows students with a pro-
clivity for the humanities the 
same variety of class options as 
students interested in STEM. 

 I cried in assembly for the 
first time last year. In a commend-
able move, Hailey Brown (Class 
I) told a deeply personal story to 
our community one spring morn-
ing. She spoke candidly about her 
beautiful relationship with her 
late great-grandmother “Bubby,” 
and the experience of watch-
ing her pass away after a serious 
stroke. Brown ended her tribute-
with a poignant image: “My Bub-
by is not going to be dancing at 
my wedding, but she’ll be there 
in spirit dancing along with me, 
because she lives on inside of me.”
 
I believe every No-
bles student has the 
capability and the 

responsibility to tell 
stories.

 That talk came fortuitously 
timed, because my kind, down-
to-earth grandfather had just 
passed away from an exhausting 
and horrific battle with Alzhei-
mer’s. Nobody in Lawrence Au-
ditorium knew that my brother 
and I were going through the 
worst time in our lives, but here 
was a voice reaching out from the 
stage, saying, “I know what you 

feel.” As I quivered up and down 
in my seat, tears quietly stream-
ing down my face, Brown’s story 
became my lifeline for a moment. 
 That’s the power of story-
telling. I believe every Nobles 
student has the capability and 
the responsibility to tell stories 
like Brown did —regardless of 
their public speaking skills, be-
cause it’s about human connec-
tion. I propose that every stu-
dent should be required to give 
a talk in assembly for at least 
five minutes, about any appro-
priate theme, before graduating. 
During my freshman year in Dal-
las, we had an incredible senior 
class that embraced the power of 
storytelling to a school communi-
ty — so much so that I thought my 
school had required them to do 
so. Throughout the year, I heard 
tales of depression, funny child-
hood moments, loneliness, fears 
overcome, regrets, optimism, 
unique experiences, tributes to 
tradition, and, of course, hopes for 
the community they were leaving 
behind as they went off to college.
There must have been kids who 
spoke eloquently and owned the 
stage, and there must have been 
kids who stuttered and desperate-
ly tried to calm the butterflies in 
their stomach — such is the va-
riety you’ll find in a high school 
class. Yet, that’s speculation, be-

cause I truly don’t remember how 
they spoke or the fear they felt 
or the confidence they projected. 

The ability to first 
engage with, and 

then inspire, influ-
ence, or convince 

people, is necessary 
to thrive in the real 
world. So, where 

better to try and fail 
at that than inside of 
the Nobles bubble? 

Instead, what I do remember is 
how I felt walking out of assem-
blies that year, sometimes feeling 
closer to a senior or respecting 
their different life experiences.   
However, don’t just take my old 
school’s word for it. What I’m pro-
posing is to allow students to fulfill 
an “assembly talk requirement” at 
any point during their high school 
tenure, in order to graduate. 
 It’s great that we currently 
do have an emphasis on the pow-
er of storytelling in our commu-
nity. Many Class II members will, 
in their English classes, partic-
ipate in an activity modeled off 
The Moth Project, which gives 
regular people the opportunity 
to tell their stories to other reg-

ular people in an effort to “cele-
brate the diversity and common-
ality of human experience.” All 
Class I students are required to 
do a similar task during their re-
treat. However, by transferring 
those Class II and Class I stories 
to the assembly stage, the but-
terfly effect of impact increases. 
Yes, it’s frightening to be vulner-
able in front of the whole school. 
Yes, it’s tough to measure up to 
seemingly “amazing” storytellers. 
But, public speaking to a crowd 
is such an important leadership 

skill. The ability to first engage 
with, and then inspire, influence, 
or convince people, is necessary 
to thrive in the real world. So, 
where better to try and fail at that 
than inside of the Nobles bubble? 
Here, we have such an incredi-
ble avenue to connect with each 
other: assembly. We talk so much 
about how much it means to us 
(hence the giant tent), so here’s 
our chance to make good on the 
promise of teaching and prac-
ticing “leadership for the pub-
lic good”— through our stories.

(Credit: Angie Gabeau)

The administra-
tion believes that 
discussion-based 

classes like English 
and history should 
include many di-

verse opinions from 
different back-

grounds.
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Check out our Instagram @thenoblemanonline

Nobles Crossword
 By Emily Orscheln Down: 

1. What is the name of the tennis star in 
Anya’s article?
2. What toy did Kamran Bina model for 
as a child?
3. Tent of ________?
4. How many students are there at No-
bles?
 
Across: 
5. What is Mr. Bussey’s official title?
6. What do we eat on Wednesdays?
7. What Hogwarts house was Mr. Pole-
baum sorted into?
8. Who is the new archivist/librarian?
9. How many years has Mr. Nickerson 
been at Nobles?
10. How many students are on the No-
bleman?

Answers on thenoblemanonline.com
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Quotables
“Sometimes I just forget where my body is,” said a wobbling 
Lily Stevenson (Class I) after running hills during a cross coun-
try practice.

“Middle schoolers have so much energy cause they’re not sad 
yet,” said an observant Saff Coker (Class I). 

“I don’t care. I’m Chef Boyardee!” said cuisine expert, Daniel 
Wang (Class III).

“A man who doesn’t have a label maker in his bedroom isn’t a 
man,” said an organized Jacob Casper (Class III).

“A VSCO girl? But I’m Indian!” said Queen Nush (Class I).

“What would it be like if you paninied a s’more?” said a curious 
Will Moore (Class I). 

“Is Pop-tart a ravioli?” said an inquisitive Bruno Batty (Class IV).

Darts + 
Laurels 

Laurel to Flik for having Impossi-
ble burgers!

Laurel to all the new teachers for 
being awesome!

Laurel to Angela Giordano (Class 
I) for being a beast at volleyball!

Dart to all Nobles bathrooms.

Dart to mosquitos and the weather 
for messing with FNL.

Dart to the freshmen for blocking 
the Shattuck door.

MR


