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Hadley Winslow
Staff Writer

Let’s Hear From Hall: How Our Head of School Has Handled Virtual Nobles

To get a better sense of 
how Head of School Cathy 
Hall is handling the pan-
demic as a leader, colleague, 
and advisor, The Noble-
man connected with her 
over a Zoom call to discuss 
how her life has changed 
since students left in March. 

Q: What does a typical 
weekday look like for you 
during Virtual Nobles? Are 
you busier now that we’re 
in Virtual Nobles? Have 
you noticed a difference?

A: There is no typical 
day, and yes I’m a lot bus-
ier. I would have told you 
before this that I couldn’t 
be busier, but I’m definite-
ly busier with Virtual No-
bles. It’s all the running of 
the school, plus a pandemic.

Q: Are you trying 
to keep some semblance 
of your normal routine 
that you would have had 
at Nobles, or is every-
thing out the window?

A: When we went on 
spring break and [I] was 
thinking about the work 
ahead, one of my first realiza-
tions was that we had to real-
ly change, in pretty substan-
tive ways, what the schedule 

would be in terms of how 
we work to run the school. 
Mainly, because so many of 
the soft tissue connections 
that I count on — catching 
somebody after assembly, a 
person popping in my office, 
happening to see them in the 
lunch line — all those were 
gone, and we became mas-
sively inefficient. I realized 
that if we didn’t change how 
we were meeting and talking, 
I would end up in six million 
individual conversations 
throughout the day. And so, 
I worked with the leader-
ship team to think creatively 
about which groups of peo-
ple needed to get together. 
I’ve got an Operations team 
now that meets three times a 
week. That group never met 
before; I just didn’t need to 
get them together. There’s 
a student life group that’s 
meeting that hadn’t [before]. 
So, it’s figuring out who the 
different groups are [that 
need to meet], and then ad-
justing as we go. I’ve set up 
daily check-ins with people 
where I wouldn’t normally 
need to do that, but every day 
I see that person. [I’ve been] 
trying to anticipate what 
the meeting schedule would 
need to be, and how to set the 
time up was one of the bigger 

Vivian Li
Staff Writer 

Nobles Stays Strong for Seniors

The Nobles faculty and 
administration have been work-
ing overtime this spring to hon-
or seniors. They are conscious 
of the seniors’ disappointment 
at being unable to celebrate 
their final days as Nobles stu-
dents in the ways they had 
imagined. Head of School Mi-
chael Denning said, “Our hope 
is to celebrate the community, 
the relationships, and try to 

create as much closure as we 
can under the circumstances.” 

Much of these efforts in-
volved organizing typical senior 
events online, such as the Class 
I Dinner, Class I Night, Awards 
Night, the AP Art Show, and the 
Graduation ceremony. “We are 
doing our best to replicate as 
many of the senior moments as 
we can, but we also recognize 
that we don’t want everything 
to be virtual, and we are eager-
ly anticipating the time when 
we can be together again,” 

Class I Dean Kim Libby said. 
 The Class I Dinner, 

which typically involves ran-
domized groups of faculty and 
seniors going out to restaurants 
near Nobles, was re-imagined as 
a Class I “Dessert” over Zoom. 
Libby, Provost Bill Bussey, and 
SLC mixed seniors into groups 
of eight or nine, each accompa-

(Credit: www. nobles.edu)

“The amount of 
compassion we’ve 
received from the 

faculty is so import-
ant and makes us re-
member how loved 
and appreciated we 

are.”

What’s 
Inside challenges. But, it is really in-

efficient to do it this way (on-
line), so that’s partly why I 
think it’s a lot more work, but 
I keep trying to fine tune it. 

Q: What is the fac-
ulty environment like? 
How has that changed? 

A: Obviously, worry-
ing about our students and 
faculty is what keeps me up 
at night. The job of teaching 
can be very isolating any-
way –– you’re without adults 
[for] a lot of the day. And 
now, to have it suddenly all 
be virtual, [the question is], 
how do we help with that in-
visibility of the work? How 
do we manufacture connec-
tions that feel authentic and 

don’t actually add to feeling 
drained? Recognizing that 
faculty are balancing their 
own home issues, [I feel 
that] adding more meetings 
doesn’t necessarily lower the 
stress. And yet people are 
really missing those connec-
tions. Especially [for] those 
adults (just like students) 
who are more extroverted, 
this time away is really hard. 
And so, we’ve tried to find 
balance in everything from 
that we have a weekly facul-
ty meeting… [to] a bunch of 
[new] affinity groups. Some 
[are] for faculty with young 
children or with school-aged 
children, just so that they’re 
meeting periodically to share 

“We’re not calling it 
graduation for now, 
just in recognition 
that it will feel dif-
ferent, and that it is 

different.”

nied by 3-4 teachers. Despite the 
limitations of virtual gatherings, 
many seniors cherished the time 
they got to spend with their 
classmates. Maeve Connolly 
(Class I) said, “I think the best 
parts of Nobles are the random 
connections you have with peo-
ple that aren’t in your classes or 
your closest friends. Since we’ve 
lost that during quarantine, I 
think the Dessert was a great 

way of rekindling that.” Due to 
the success of Class I Dessert, 
SLC organized a “Class I Lunch” 
in a similar fashion to bring 
the senior class closer togeth-
er in their final days at Nobles. 

 Lauren Kelley, Lucy 
Del Col, Lily Stevenson, Palo-
ma Ducrest, and Lauren Young 
(all Class I) organized the vir-
tual Class I Night, which also 
incorporated the traditional Se-
nior Projects Night. “We made 
it Great Gatsby themed for the 
Roaring Twenties, and people 
dressed up within their homes 
and families as they watched 
the event over Zoom,” Kelley 
said. The night gave seniors the 
opportunity to do final “buck-
et-list” performances as well as 
reminisce on their Nobles jour-
neys by watching funny old vid-
eos and telling stories. Head of 
Middle School John Gifford pre-
sented a time capsule filled with 
objects the seniors contributed 
as middle schoolers. Seniors 
also got the chance to submit 
videos presenting their Pas-
sion Projects, this year’s adapt-
ed version of Senior Projects.

 The Communications 
Office,@nobleandgreenough, 

has been running an Instagram 
campaign highlighting each se-
nior as well. Seniors filled out 
a survey with Nobles-related 
questions, and pictures of each 
senior were posted, captioned 

by their answers. Hailey Brown 
(Class I) said, “Answering those 
questions was a good remind-
er that the Nobles adminis-
tration is still thinking of us.” 
These “Senior Spotlights” were 
posted daily throughout May 
and leading up to graduation. 

 Although Nobles could 
not organize a physical grad-
uation ceremony at the end of 
the year, they created a virtu-
al ceremony and tried to make 
the seniors’ graduation experi-
ence as memorable as possible. 

Continued on pg. 4 
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2020-2021

Dear Nobles,

This year was an extraordinary one for our community at large, but also 
for The Nobleman. We started off as a brand new team — nobody had any 
prior knowledge from last year, from us editors to the new advisors. But, 
through trial and error, we’ve pushed our way through the year and all its 
difficulties like doing assembly announcements in the tent, implementing 
email campaigns for online articles, and finally having to release this last 
issue over a PDF format.

Thank you to the Nobles community for allowing us to be the ones deliv-
ering your news (even if you didn’t always want to read it). Thank you for 
reading with an open mind about issues that matter to us, from affinity 
groups to our disciplinary process. Thank you for opening our email cam-
paigns and pouring over articles and videos created through staff mem-
bers’ hard work. And finally, thank you for reading this last issue.

Our hopes for the future are: that more members of our school can find 
meaning in our paper, like middle schoolers and the faculty. That guest 
writers become a common occurrence, not just an unexpected treat. That 
change can be driven with the perspectives we elevate. And, that we con-
tinue telling the story of Nobles truthfully, creatively, and perpetually.

What an honor it’s been to lead this paper this year. 

Love,
The Editors

Dear Nobleman, 

I truly appreciated reading Hadley Winslow’s opinion piece titled “How Much ‘Green’ 
to be Green” in your 109-5 issue. Kudos to the writer and to The Nobleman for raising 
important questions about the environment and the costs involved in shifting toward 
a more sustainable lifestyle. I would also, however, like to make three points. 

First, Ms. Winslow cites a study that measures shopping for groceries at Whole Foods 
relative to Walmart. I believe that this study is valid and correctly portrayed in this 
piece. That said, a consumer can go to either grocery store and buy food for any kind 
of diet. A shopper can load up on animal products at Whole Foods or buy all vegan 
items at Walmart. I have been vegan while on food stamps and shopping at conven-
tional mainstream supermarkets, and I’m vegan now shopping mostly at Whole Foods 
and Trader Joe’s. For every relatively expensive calorie in a vegan cheese, there are 
cheaper cans of beans, bags of rice, and raw vegetables available at both Walmart and 
Whole Foods.

Second, a deeper examination of the costs of going green might examine the long term 
costs of eating a standard 2020 American diet relative to eating a plant-based diet. 
Studies show that many Americans consume meat, dairy, and eggs at levels that lead to 
disproportionately high occurences of health problems such as diabetes, obesity, heart 
disease, and more. These health conditions are expensive to treat and can lead to loss 
of income. So while some shoppers might spend more in the short term on a vegan 
diet, they may save money in the long term. 

Third, many animal products are relatively inexpensive at the point of purchase due to 
large subsidies that our tax dollars provide to the meat and dairy industries. Shoppers 
may not think about it when they buy beef at the grocery store, but to a degree they 
are paying for it twice, once with their taxes and again at the register. If we want to lev-
el the playing field, we need to speak up and then vote for candidates who support our 
cause; for example, Elizabeth Warren and Cory Booker are currently co-sponsoring a 
bill to ban factory farming.

Thank you for your article. It got me, and hopefully many other members of the No-
bles community, thinking about some important issues.

Dan Halperin
Performing Arts Deparment Chair

lEttEr to thE Editor
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Farewells

Duke Ferrara
Guest Writer 

I have known Coach 
Cluff for five years as both a 
coach and an English teacher. 
I first got to know him in the 
spring of my sixie year while 
playing for his AAU basket-
ball team, and since then he 
has helped me to grow not 
only as a player, but as a stu-
dent and a person. I think I 
speak for everyone who has 
ever interacted with him as a 
coach, a teacher, an advisor, 
or just a friendly face in the 
hallway when I say that we 
will miss him tremendously. 

 Mr. Cluff had a way of 

Goodbye, Adam Cluff

Goodbye, Anna Calamare

connecting his English class-
es to real life lessons that al-
ways made the class more in-
teresting and engaging. One 
important theme from Angels 
in America, a play I read in 
Mr. Cluff’s sophomore year 
English class, is how import-
ant a strong family presence 
is in shaping one’s life. Mr. 
Cluff has a place in my life 
as an influential family mem-
ber, and I am forever grateful 
for the impact he has had in 
shaping my Nobles career. 

 An English teacher at 
heart, Mr. Cluff always had a 
way of carrying that over to 
the basketball court. He con-
sistently analyzed the other 

team and prepared us to uti-
lize our strengths in the best 
way possible. I know that the 
team will carry on the values 
of “Ubuntu” next season, as 
they have become synony-
mous with Nobles Basketball 
and Coach Cluff’s legacy. 

 All of us at Nobles 
wish the best of luck to Mr. 
Cluff, Shekinah, and William 
as they begin a new chapter 
of their lives in North Caro-
lina! We know you will in-
spire many more students 
and players, and hope you 
will come back to visit soon. 

Annie Khawand
Guest Writer 

The first thing I no-
ticed when I met Ms. Cala-
mare four years ago was her 
smile. Anyone who has had 
the pleasure of meeting her 
knows that it is kind, warm, 
and genuine. Without hav-
ing to say anything, she 
welcomed me to Nobles, 
and from that moment she 
has been a constant source 
of positivity in my life. 

As a dancer, it is inspir-
ing to be trained and taught 
by someone who exhibits 
as much passion for the 
art form as Ms. Calamare 
does. The dance shows are 
evidence of her brilliant 

choreography, but it is the 
way that she teaches the 
movement that sets her 
apart. Often, after watching 
her demonstrate a dance 
phrase, I find myself in awe 
at her grace and skill. Some-
how though, Ms. Calamare 
manages to patiently and 
calmly break it down, tak-
ing the time to explain every 
detail until all her students 
can accomplish the steps. 

Her care for her stu-
dents extends far beyond the 
studio. She has been there to 
support me when I needed it 
by listening attentively and 
giving thoughtful advice. 
She is a constant voice of 
encouragement for me and 
many others. Throughout 

quarantine, Ms. Calamare 
has led many virtual dance 
classes. Her energy has mo-
tivated me to keep dancing 
and to stay positive during 
these unsettling times. 

Though I am sad that 
she is leaving Nobles, I wish 
her the best as she starts her 
family. I know she will be 
an amazing mom! I am very 
grateful to her for all that 
she has done for me and feel 
lucky to have had her as my 
teacher and as a major influ-
ence in my life. Thank you 
Ms. Calamare for the lessons 
you’ve taught me, and your 
warm smile that greeted me 
every day for four years.

Goodbye, Jennie Kim 
Joyce Huang
Guest Writer 

I’m sure we have all 
heard many a cautionary 
tale from high school grad-
uates about their overbear-
ing (and even slightly dic-
tatorial) college counselors. 
I’m also confident that we 
all consider ourselves ex-
tremely fortunate to have 
some of the most support-
ive and dedicated members 
of the Nobles community 
as our college counselors. 
Unfortunately for many ris-
ing seniors, Ms. Kim will 
not be here the coming fall 
as we dive straight into the 
college application process. 

Ms. Kim, even though 

I have only known you for 
a short year, you have giv-
en me so much confidence 
and enthusiasm, especially 
when it comes to the college 
process. Every time I step 
into your office, I am greet-
ed by you, your notebook, 
and your alacrity to tackle 
all of my questions and con-
cerns. When you proposed 
to me earlier this spring that 
my CommonApp should 
be totally completed in the 
early half of the summer, I 
felt so overwhelmed at first, 
not quite knowing what 
that would entail. Howev-
er, throughout our follow-
ing meetings, you talked 
me through the process in 
more detail, and with new-

found confidence, I found 
myself eagerly anticipating 
the writing portion. Not 
only did you motivate me, 
but you also made me truly 
excited to see what I could 
accomplish. In the past year, 
you have been my source 
of fearlessness, guiding me 
to face the college process 
headfirst instead of dread-
ing what’s to come. Even 
in the brief time that I have 
known you, I can see that 
you embody this exact atti-
tude in all aspects of your 
life. The Big Apple is so 
lucky to have you. Ms. Kim, 
thank you for everything.



  Page  4     •                          •     May 29, 2020

Student Life
Let’s Hear From Hall: How Our Head of School Has Handled Virtual Nobles (cont.)

and connect. And then 
there’s a fun committee that 
has created a bunch of fun 
things for faculty and staff: 
trivia night, etc… It’s been 
helpful for some, but I know 
it’s been hard for others. It’s 
hard to manufacture what 
happens normally in the Mid-
dle School core room or in the 
Castle. Everyone… is missing 
those personal connections. 

Q: Are there any ini-
tiatives that have originat-
ed from Virtual Nobles 
that you want to sustain 
when we return to campus?

A: There are tons. When 

we get to the other side of 
this, and we’re finally re-
lieved to be back, I do believe 
there are going to be so many 
things that we want to hold 
onto. We’re trying to capture 
some of them along the way. 
Advisory is a perfect exam-
ple: I just finished my advi-
sory meeting… we’ve got to 
find a way to have more ad-
visory time. As an advisor, 
I’ve found that the weekly 
advisory time with my ad-
visees has been awesome… 
as we look at our schedule 
ahead, [we’ll need to find 
a way to] double down on 

that. [But also,] I think we’ve 
found some things that we 
should virtualize… either 
in terms of classroom teach-
ing or in terms of communi-
cation… I want to get a lot 
of feedback from students 
as we come back, [asking 
them]: what do you hope 
sticks? I think getting more 
sleep is something I hope 
can stick, and to find ways to 
keep our pace a little slower. 

 During our conver-
sation, Hall also noted that 
more community members 
have been engaging with the 
school, especially those grad-

uates that live far away who 
now have the option to join 
virtual reunions. Hall em-
phasized the trying nature 
of these times, but also com-
mented on Nobles’ adaptabil-
ity and resilience, explaining 
that in times like these, the 
community is choosing op-
timism and hope. Moving 
forward, Hall hopes to foster 
a safe return to campus as 
soon as possible and looks 
forward to reconnecting with 
students in person during 
the upcoming school year.  

(Credit: Sammy Walkey)

 For instance, Nobles 
teachers hand-delivered 
graduation lawn signs to 
the seniors. Harry Roberts 
(Class I) said, “Mr. Denning 
dropped off my sign, and I got 
to have a great conversation 
with him...it really showed 
how much the faculty care 
about all of us.” In addition, 
seniors received a care pack-
age of graduation materials 
such as noisemakers, flow-
er crowns, patches, and ties. 

 Nobles also worked to 
build a special web expe-
rience for the Graduation 
ceremony, and Assistant to 
the Head of School Lauren 
Overzet said, “the pages 
will have some interactive 
ways for the community 
to get involved in the days 
leading up to graduation.” 

 The virtual gradua-
tion took place on May 29th, 
which Nobles has called the 
“Celebration of the Class of 

2020.” Libby said, “We’re not 
calling it graduation for now, 
just in recognition that it will 
feel different, and that it is 
different.” First, there will 
be a virtual assembly, which 
will allow seniors to per-
form one final time. When 
asked about what would 
be expected, Wyatt Ellison 
(Class I) said, “I’m organiz-
ing a performance that will 
feature as many people in 
the senior class as possible...
singing an American clas-
sic.” There was also a slide-
show filled with pictures 
submitted by the seniors. 

The virtual ceremony 
commenced with a speech by 
SLC co-presidents Noah Jan-
faza (Class I) and Madie Ma-
jernik (Class I). “Obviously 
the situation is not ideal, but 
we want to be positive, up-
beat, and highlight our class 
as much as possible,” Janfaza 
said. The senior class chose 

Richard Nickerson as the fac-
ulty speaker, and Will Moore 
(Class I) and Saff Coker (Class 
I) as the student speakers. 

Seniors will have the 
chance to either pick up 
their diplomas at Nobles or 
have them mailed home. If 
they choose to pick up the 
diplomas in person, they 
can drive down to the Cas-
tle and take professional 
graduation pictures with 
their families, abiding by so-
cial distancing guidelines. 

To best honor the se-
niors, the Nobles faculty and 
administration have based 
much of their actions and fu-
ture plans off of surveys and 
conversations with student 
leaders. Overzet said, “We 
are committed to holding an 
in-person celebration once 
we are allowed, but we just 
don’t know when that will 
be or what that will look like 
yet.” There are difficulties 

with timing, as Denning said, 
because “if we go past the 
middle of June, there is no 
guarantee that all the seniors 
will be able to attend...meet-
ing the needs of every student 
unfortunately is impossible.”

Besides a physical grad-
uation, seniors also hope 
to have the chance to hang 
out with friends on campus 
once large gatherings are 
allowed. “I would want to 
have a week when we can 
come back and play lawn 
games like spikeball on the 
Beach...the ‘hanging out on 
campus’ aspect seems to be 
what a lot of people are miss-
ing the most,” Roberts said. 

 The amount of effort 
the administration has put 
in is undeniably impressive, 
and this has not gone unno-
ticed by the seniors. Brown 
said, “The amount of com-
passion we’ve received from 
the faculty is so important 

and makes us remember how 
loved and appreciated we 
are,” citing Dr. Hall’s consis-
tent conversations with the 
prefects as one example. Jan-
faza applauded Bussey for 
“being tremendous in keep-
ing everyone’s best interests 
at heart and balancing the stu-
dents with the faculty [when 
organizing these events].” 

 While Nobles hopes 
these virtual events helped 
celebrate the seniors as well 
as they could, Libby said, 
“The virtual graduation date 
will not be the end...it’s a cer-
emonial moment, but it’s not 
the end of your relationship 
to Nobles, or how much we 
care about you, or the extent 
to which we hope Nobles 
will be part of your life go-
ing forward…and we can’t 
wait to get together again.” 

Nobles Stays Strong for Seniors (cont.)
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Shoutouts to Teachers and their Fun Classes

 Without the subtleties of a Nobles school day, days in quarantine can turn into weeks in the blink of an eye. 
We are fortunate, however, to have quite a few teachers that are really trying to retain their unique, special class 
experiences from the pre-COVID era. Here are just a few testimonials from Nobles students about that certain 
class or teacher that has gone above and beyond to create some meaningful Nobles memories in class, virtual or 
otherwise.

Griffin Callaghan
Staff Writer

The Show Must Go On, Even Virtually

 Nobles music groups 
have proven that the show 
must go on, even amidst a 
global pandemic. 
 During Virtual Nobles, 
vocal and orchestral teachers 
and students put in hours of 
work to create their final piec-
es. Since it is nearly impossible 
to rehearse live over Zoom, all 
directors were producing vir-
tual performances by mixing 
together student recordings. 
Music teachers shortened each 
group’s repertoire to around 
1-3 pieces, which students 
recorded using reference tracks 
to maintain tempo. 
 Michael Turner, 
director of Greensleeves (the 
treble a cappella group) and 
Chamber Singers (the upper 
school audition-only choir), 
adjusted to virtual singing in 
both of these groups with the 
new recording system. Greens-
leeves recorded “Underdog” 
by Alicia Keys and “Wings” 
by Little Mix, while Chamber 
Singers put together “Some-
where Over the Rainbow.”
 For Greensleeves, 
Turner had his singers record 
audio and video separately. 
First, singers recorded au-
dio-only versions of their 
parts, which Turner mixed 
together using the software 
Logic. Singers made two audio 
versions so Turner could “dou-
ble-track” each singer and add 

       Vivian Li
        Staff Writer 

more richness and depth to the 
final mix. Next, singers filmed 
videos of themselves singing 
along to the reference track, 
and Digital Video Producer Ben 
Heider combined audio and 
videos to produce the final per-
formance video. Contrastingly, 
the Chamber Singers record-
ings were synchronized with a 
slideshow. 
 Turner organized the 
virtual graduation performance 
through similar methods. “We 
put together a small ensem-
ble of seniors that have been 
particularly involved in singing 
groups at Nobles and sent them 
rehearsal files to record to,” 
Turner said. The seniors sang 
“You’ve Got A Friend In Me,” 
by Randy Newman, and Turner 
said “their performance accom-
panied a slideshow celebrating 
the Class of 2020.” 
 Nhung Truong fol-
lowed a similar process for 
the five singing ensembles she 
directs: Nobleonians, Imani, 
Concert Choir, Middle School 
Chorus, and Half-Notes. She as-
signed two pieces to each group 
and had them record audio 
and video separately. Heider 
created one video for each of 
the groups, while Truong made 
the remaining five using the 
software Final Cut Pro. Truong 
said, “Even though I’m not 
teaching as many synchronous 
classes, from 9am to 5pm, if I’m 
not in meetings, I’m mixing the 
pieces.” 
 The student-run a 
cappella group Noteorious 

put together one piece: “Eye of 
the Tiger” by Survivor. Senior 
leaders Rishi Khanna, Hailey 
Brown, and Emre Yalcindag (all 
Class I) arranged the song and 
recorded reference tracks for 
each voice part. Wyatt Ellison 
(Class I) took charge of mixing 
the audio recordings through 
Logic. 
 Antonio Berdugo, 
Director of the Upper School 
String Orchestra and Mid-
dle School String Ensemble, 
assigned each of his groups 
two pieces. The Upper School 
Orchestra and selected wind 
ensemble members performed 
“Coriolanus Overture” by 
Beethoven and a medley of the 
“Harry Potter” theme songs. 
The middle school orchestra 
recorded “Square Dances” by 
Richard Meyer and said if there 
is time, “Pirates of the Caribbe-
an” by Klaus Badelt too. 
 Berdugo’s musicians 
recorded videos simultaneously 
with audio. “I decided to have 
everyone record a video to have 
it be a more connected experi-
ence,” he said. 
 Paul Lieberman runs 
five groups: the Upper and 
Middle School wind ensembles, 
the Upper School Jazz Band, 
the Middle School Jam Band, 
and the Nobles Jazz AristoCats. 
Each group created audio files, 
which Lieberman mixed using 
Logic. Lieberman planned on 
compiling slideshows with 
photos of the musicians to 
play along with the final audio 
recordings. 

 Doc Chanonhouse, 
Director of the Blues Band, 
had his group record “Rocky 
Mountain Way” by Joe Walsh. 
The group recorded audio and 
video separately, which he said, 
“gave the editor, a professional 
videographer friend of mine, 
greater flexibility in how the fi-
nal product looked and sound-
ed.” 
 Drum Ensemble used 
the same method as Blues Band 
to produce “Thunder Drums,” 
an original song by director 
Marty Richards. To preserve 
elements of student collabora-
tion, Richards said, “each stu-
dent played a solo they wrote” 
in the piece.
 Filming videos has 
been challenging for some stu-
dents who do not have access 
to instruments at home. Rich-
ards said, “Some kids are using 
buckets, glass jars, cans, or 
even just their desks to play on 
instead of drums...and instead 
of drumsticks, most are using 
utensils, actual sticks from out-
side, or simply their hands.”
 Binney Stone directs 
the Guitar Ensemble, which 
played “Kiss” by Prince and 
“Upside Down” by Jack John-
son. Rather than having each 
student send him an audio file, 
Stone recorded them individ-
ually playing their parts over 
Zoom. “I give them critiques as 
they play, and there’s no inter-
ference because I record each 
player one at a time and mute 
everyone else,” he said. 
 Despite the difficulties 

directors faced (such as lack of 
experience with software, ac-
cess to instruments, or differing 
student schedules), they did see 
some benefits come out of this 
experience. For example, by lis-
tening to each student’s record-
ing, teachers were able to give 
more individualized feedback. 
“When we rehearse all together, 
you may never hear what one 
person is playing specifically...
Now, I hear each student when 
they send them in, and I can 
give them all better feedback,” 
Lieberman said. Truong agreed: 
“Individual feedback is tough 
to give normally due to limit-
ed rehearsal time, so I might 
have recordings be part of the 
program when we come back 
physically, because it’s incred-
ibly useful and inspiring to be 
able to listen to the progress of 
each student every week.” 
 A virtual concert 
occurred on Wednesday, May 
27th in conjunction with the 
virtual AP Art Show. The hope 
was that the concert would rep-
resent as many ensembles and 
student musicians as possible. 
Final performances will also 
be made available for viewing 
on online platforms, such as 
Youtube and Facebook.
 Teachers hope to use 
ideas developed in quarantine 
in the fall. Berdugo said, “Once 
we’re back, I would be interest-
ed in doing a live recording of 
the orchestra in the Recital Hall, 
something that I’ve never done 
before, but I now feel comfort-
able with.” 

“My math class with Ms. Chipman is awesome because she’s easygoing and wants it to be enjoyable, but at the same time doesn’t try to 
force the fun. In the beginning of virtual classes, it almost felt the same as class in-person did. During the regular year we’d always do 
something to spice up class every once in a while, and Ms. Chipman has continued this in a virtual format. One week, she came up with 
the idea of themed classes, and we were all immediately on board. So the next week everyone followed a beach theme on our first virtual 
class on Wednesday, and then on Friday we all wore up in skiing outfits (shoutout Ben Shaer (Class II) for wearing the full ski jacket, hel-
met, and goggles all class). The structure is also really fun, as we talk together as a class, and then work in breakout rooms. Ms. Chipman 
stops in every once in a while or when we need help. She clarifies concepts very well and also has fun with us. During Virtual Nobles, 
math with Ms. Chipman is probably the class [in which] I have learned the most new material, while still having the most laughs.”
 - Caroline Finnerty (II)

“Throughout the year in Ms. Kelleher’s English class, we have done an exercise in which there is a statement given and the students 
have to go to different corners of the room to express their answer choice. For example, one corner [is labeled] agree, and the opposite 
[is] disagree. I never thought this would be possible in an online learning environment, but we still found a way to do it. That was defi-
nitely a memorable class.”
 - Akash Menon (IV)

“I’ve loved my computer science class with Ms. Scott-Hiser. For me, that’s the class that feels the most similar to real life in terms of 
classroom dynamic, and I think Ms. Scott-Hiser has really allowed us to have fun and be goofy just like in real life. We’ve been doing a lot 
of screen-sharing and work in breakout rooms in her class, and I think it has made online class much more lively than it would be if we 
weren’t doing those things.”
 - Noah Janfaza (I)

These are just a few of the many stories of appreciation that the Nobles faculty deserves for the effort and time they have put in to make Vir-
tual Nobles special. Thank you to all of the teachers and faculty who have worked tirelessly to make sure students feel engaged. We see your 
efforts!
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The Implications of a 2020 Gap Year

 
 Quarantine time and 
online classes have greatly in-
creased the level of student in-
terest in taking a gap year. “In 
a typical Nobles year, we have 
about three kids who choose 
to do a gap year… the most we 
have ever had is around eight 
or ten. I would say to date we 
have closer to 20% of kids in-
quiring — just wanting to have 
the conversations,” Director of 
College Counseling Kate Rams-
dell said. 
 Colleges are making 
similar statements, reporting 
that many students have in-
quired about taking a gap year. 
The interest level may stem 
from a place of fear and uncer-
tainty about what fall semester 
classes will look like. However, 
Associate Director of College 
Counseling Meghan Hamilton 
said, “What we are trying to 
do is make sure people aren’t 
taking gap years because they 
are fearful of the unknowns. 
We want them to select a gap 
year because they are excited 
to use the time to achieve some 
personal and/or academic 
goals.”  
 There were many 
advantages to taking a gap 
year before COVID-19. On top 
of allowing students to get 
jobs, travel the world, pursue 
passions, and build leadership 
skills, Ramsdell said that gap 
years allow students to self-re-
flect and enter college with a 
greater sense of purpose. Ham-

    Kathryn Cloonan
        Staff Writer 

 With the current global 
health crisis, most schools are 
closed to help curb the spread 
of COVID-19. In March, Nobles 
had to make a very quick shift 
from in-classroom learning to 
distance learning for the entire 
student body. As a result, our 
“new normal” school day looks 
very different than it did when 
we started the school year in 
September. For now, our com-
puters are our lifeline to the 
world beyond our homes.
 Despite the challenges 
of COVID-19, Nobles students 
and faculty haven’t missed a 
beat in making the transition to 
remote learning. With so much 
emphasis on the Upper School 
because of virtual graduation, 
standardized testing delays, 
lost sports seasons, pass/fail 
grades, and canceled Prom, it 
only seems fair to check-in with 
our middle schoolers to see 
how they are doing in this new 
learning environment.
 Starting the day with 
morning assembly, virtual and 
in-person alike, is an integral 
part of the Nobles experience. 

Middle Schoolers: Making the Most of the COVID-19 Crisis

ilton similarly said, “Colleges 
will say that gap year students 
are more successful in college 
when they get there because 
they are more academically 
focused and know what they 
want to do.” 
 Extra focus comes 
from a new sense of self and 
maturity that gap year students 
can develop in their time away 
from school. Director of EXCEL 
Ben Snyder took a gap year 
to attend an English boarding 
school before heading off to 
college. He said, “In college, 
if students have been living at 
home before, freshmen can get 
distracted by the new freedom 
rather than intellectual oppor-
tunities. They are free and there 
is no one to be accountable to 
every day. But, because I had 
taken a gap year and I had ma-
tured an extra year, I was not 
inclined to do that.”
 When hearing the 
phrase “gap year,” it’s common 
to think about taking a year 
off with a structured travel 
program, but this is not the 
only option. Some students 
do go abroad with programs 
like Where There Be Dragons 
and Thinking Beyond Borders, 
whereas others develop inde-
pendence by crafting their own 
plan. Some examples of stu-
dents who have planned their 
own gap years without the 
concrete structure of a gap year 
program include Noa Fay ‘19, 
Cate MacDonald ‘19, and Nick 
Hazard (Class I). 
 After feeling a bit un-
satisfied with her first college 
process results, Fay decided to 

take a gap year and success-
fully re-applied to schools. 
Then, she hoped to improve her 
French fluency by attending a 
French private school in Paris 
and working on her writing. 
Her first novel, One Cruel 
House, was published in Janu-
ary of 2020. Fay said, “I started 
writing another book — a thrill-
er-espionage-type thing — and 
I am working on the sequel to 
One Cruel House. I used a lot 
of my year to do writing and 
for my espionage novel, I have 
used so much inspiration from 
being in Paris.” 
 MacDonald, like 
Fay, did not use a traditional 
program to pursue her own 
interests during her gap year. 
The majority of her gap year 
entailed her interning at the 
Boston attorney general’s office 
in the criminal division. “What 
made it really cool for me was 
that I actually lived in Down-
town Crossing. I was there from 
September to March. I went to 
work like a normal adult from 9 
to 5 every day,” she said. 
 Her work with police 
officers and paralegals was not 
only inspiring and interesting, 
but it allowed her to grow ac-
customed to the independence 
of adult life. “I wanted it to 
not only be a resume-builder, 
but also just to give me some 
real-life experiences [and] 
trajectory to where I want to be 
in 5-10 years,” MacDonald said. 
She continued, “When I go to 
college, I have real-life experi-
ence so it might be a little bit 
of a leap back for me because 
I was with 30-year-old adults 

and we were talking about 
going undercover, smuggling 
drugs, and talking to human 
trafficking victims. Now I have 
the opportunity to go into col-
lege with background knowl-
edge that a lot of freshmen 
wouldn’t have.”
 Hazard has likewise 
been crafting a gap year plan. 
So far, he has been canvassing 
over the phone for Senator Joe 
Kennedy’s political campaign 
and plans to intern for the cam-
paign over the summer. After 
November, he hopes to travel to 
Latin America (COVID-permit-
ting) in an attempt to improve 
his Spanish fluency. “As of 
now, most gap year programs 
are saying that they think most 
international travel restrictions 
are going to be relatively nor-
mal by 2021,” Hazard said.
 Unfortunately, as some 
students rearrange their former 
plans to avoid the uncertainty 
of online classes, some students 
in 2020 are not taking gap years 
out of fear, but rather out of 
necessity. While some families 
do not feel it is worth it to pay 
for online courses, the financial 
implications of COVID-19 have 
rendered certain families literal-
ly unable to pay for college. 
Those students now need to 
get jobs during their gap year 
to help their families afford 
college at all. 
 Another issue with the 
gap years of 2020 is that they 
may affect college admissions 
for the Class of 2021. If a high 
number of deferral requests are 
granted from the Class of 2020, 
there are chances that colleges 

will become even more selec-
tive and there will be fewer 
slots available for the Class of 
2021. 
 “For places that have 
a lot of resources, they will be 
able to control the impact on 
the Class of 2021 in a differ-
ent way,” Ramsdell said. She 
described the creativity and 
innovative attitudes colleges 
will need to apply when think-
ing about 2021. She said that 
some schools may have to add 
a percentage of students into 
the Class of 2021. “I do worry 
about colleges that are super tu-
ition-dependent because if they 
enroll a smaller class, I don’t 
know how they will sustain 
their institutions very well,” 
Ramsdell said. 
The financial struggle these 
colleges face does put the Class 
of 2021 in a precarious position, 
but Ramsdell said that new cre-
ative methods will attempt to 
aid them in the college process. 
She expanded, “I don’t think 
colleges are trying to punish 
the Class of 2021 for something 
they can’t control.”
 All in all, gap years in 
2020 have challenging impli-
cations, but Hazard said he 
believes their popularity could 
normalize taking a gap year in 
the future and create a more 
vast community of “gappers.” 
An increase in gap year nor-
malcy can be beneficial because 
students are able to take a step 
back, relax, find a new sense of 
purpose, and, in the words of 
MacDonald, “happiness.” 

For many students, it is a great 
way to ease into the day as it 
reinforces our togetherness as 
a community and is a useful 
vehicle for sharing informa-
tion. Kai Neal (Class VI) said, 
“Virtual Assembly is very 
important to me because it 
shows that Nobles can still be 
a community, no matter what 
comes our way.” His comment 
speaks to the resilience of the 
Nobles community and the 
connectedness that many feel 
through assembly. Starting the 
day together reinforces that we 
are still a cohesive community, 
even during a pandemic.
 Transitioning to this 
Zoom school definitely took 
some getting used to for most 
middle school students. Wudi-
ana Fevrier (Class V) thinks 
“it’s easier to get distracted 
with Virtual Nobles because 
while you’re in class, a family 
member could walk in, or there 
could be a loud noise, or your 
phone could ring.” Maxwell 
Huang (Class V) agreed: “It 
is very easy to get distracted 
during Zoom classes because 
teachers cannot see what you 
are doing while they are teach-
ing.” Other distractions come 
from programs on computers, 

like Netflix, YouTube, and 
games.
 One constant that has 
not gone away with Virtual 
Nobles is homework and out 
of class projects. According 
to Oliver Burstein (Class VI), 
“The homework itself has been 
fairly manageable, but because 
we are away from school, the 
teachers are assigning more 
difficult things on the final proj-
ects.” Fellow student Neal was 
in agreement: “I think there is 
a lot more homework because 
teachers may want to make up 
class time with homework time, 
which is unsuccessful because 
each student takes a different 
amount of time to do their 
homework.”
 Before the pandemic, 
most students were on the go 
during the school day, often 
having clubs or other meetings 
in their lunch or free blocks. 
After school, many participat-
ed in extracurricular activities, 
community service, or sports. 
For now, the constant juggling 
inherent in their jam-packed 
schedules has been eliminated 
because the schedules are more 
spaced out. Some students like 
the flexibility to work at their 
own pace and the freedom to 

decide how they want their day 
to look.
 So, what are the middle 
schoolers doing when they 
are not studying? A benefit 
of virtual school for middle 
school students is that many 
have more time to pursue their 
passions. Virtual Nobles offers 
a wide variety of activities out 
of the classroom. Burnstein has 
been participating in the after 
school tennis afternoon pro-
gram. He explained, “It’s great 
because they have lots of peo-
ple come to the Zoom call who 
can give advice and lessons on 
the game.”
 Mara Dubois (Class V) 
participates in the community 
service after-school program. 
She shared, “It’s a great way to 
do something good during the 
quarantine. Everybody is really 
nice and I find the meetings fun 
and interesting. It is amazing 
the amount of work that can 
happen virtually.” Neal is in-
volved in Community Service, 
Yoga, and Stressbusters, as well 
as Strength and Conditioning. 
 Other students have 
been involved with hobbies 
outside of the virtual Nobles 
community. Fevrier has spent 
time drawing, writing, bullet 

journaling, and watching her 
favorite show, “Chopped.” 
Meghan Loeber (Class V) has 
enjoyed watching Netflix. 
Huang has been playing the 
piano and exercised, while 
Burstein has enjoyed “spending 
time outdoors because Virtual 
Nobles creates a lot of screen 
time, which leads to head-
aches.” Many middle school 
students are enjoying the 
opportunity to be involved in 
activities that interest them that 
they often don’t have time for 
in their normally busy lives.
 Perhaps the biggest 
challenge for all students, 
including middle schoolers, is 
not seeing their friends. Staying 
in the house is a foreign con-
cept for most students. Middle 
schoolers report that they miss 
seeing their friends at school 
and on the weekend. They are 
keeping in touch with friends 
through mainly Zoom, Face-
Time, and a lot of texting. We 
all miss you running to lunch 
every day, middle schoolers. 
Hang in there!

      Kait Schuster
        Staff Writer 
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What Makes the Nobles Community So Special?

 Through being rained 
on in the tent, figuring out seat-
ing in the new Lawrence, and 
learning how to work Zoom 
for online classes, our commu-
nity has been tried by various 
changes this year. Some aspects 
of our daily Nobles lives have 
been lost, especially with the 
transition to online learning. 
This raises the question: what 
do we really need to make our 
community special? How can 
we replicate that in Virtual 
Nobles?
 For starters, Ava Neal 
(Class IV) said we have lost 
the sense of routine that comes 
with a normal school day. 
“Routine can be comforting for 
a lot of people. It is kind of nice 
to depend on going to Law-
rence Auditorium every morn-
ing, but we have been changing 
a lot and have not been able to 
get settled into the new places,” 
she said. To maintain this sense 
of routine, Booth has been 
playing ‘walk in music’ just like 
they would during real Assem-
bly.
  Nobles’ commitment 
to Assembly and bringing 
people together through these 

Social Media During a Pandemic

 The world as we know 
it has been turned upside 
down. Stuck at home during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, most 
people are spending more of 
their time online. So while our 
real-life world is now concen-
trated in our homes, our online 
world has expanded in un-
imaginable ways. The schools 
and workplaces of Americans 
have all moved into our kitch-
ens, bedrooms, and family 
rooms. Screen time has gone 
up for everyone.
 The rapid spread of 
the coronavirus has changed 
the way people interact with 
each other. Social distancing, 
for the foreseeable future, is 
the new norm. Most people 
now stay at home, unable to 
leave their houses and engage 
as a community. Because of 
these unprecedented and 
mandated changes, social me-
dia platforms are challenged 
to adapt quickly to meet the 
needs of how people are 
now consuming social media 
content. The World Economic 
Forum reported that over 80% 
of people in the United States 
have said that they consume 
more social media content 
since the COVID-19 outbreak, 
with TV and online videos 
(YouTube, TikTok) being the 
primary medium across all 
generations.
 While traditional 
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social media presences have 
been growing, it seems like we 
all want more than just a text or 
a Snapchat - we want to come 
together in a more authentic 
way. Many school and work 
meetings are now happening 
on Zoom, Google Hangouts, 
and even Facetime. Some use 
the traditional Snapchat and 
Instagram while others escape 
to media like Netflix, YouTube, 
AppleTV, and Disney+. Still 
others, with more spare time 
on their hands and heightened 
boredom, are longing to try 
something new. 
 While TikTok was 
already rising in popularity 
before COVID-19, the app’s 
influence has grown exponen-
tially since everyone has been 
quarantined. According to offi-
cial company announcements, 
TikTok has over 800 million 
active users worldwide and has 
been downloaded from the App 
Store and Google Play over 1.5 
billion times in 155 countries. 
It has gotten more popular 
during this crisis as connecting 
with others is hard and we long 
for some type of diversion to 
get us through this period. For 
example, the most followed 
TikToker, Charli D’Amelio, had 
gained over 8 million follow-
ers in just three days, bringing 
her following to a total of 58.4 
million on May 25th.
 TikTok is successful 
because it offers newer and 
more unique ways to interact 
with people. Users can virtually 

connect through new dances 
and trends. The app is, overall, 
easy to use and very accessi-
ble. For many people, the app 
has become a fun escape from 
all the grim news about the 
virus and its economic impact. 
Essentially, TikTok is a glimpse 
of what it means to be growing 
up in today’s hyper-connected 
world during a generation-de-
fining pandemic. 
 Social media is both 
a blessing and a curse during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Never before have we had 
more real-time information 
readily available in the face 
of a worldwide crisis. On one 
hand, this information can 
help keep us safe, providing us 
with a better understanding of 
what is happening and how it 
might impact us. On the other 
hand, social media can also 
spread misinformation and 
falsehoods, including miracle 
preventive measures, dubious 
medical treatments, false claims 
about conspiracy theories, and 
more. While much is unclear as 
to what will happen over the 
next several months, we can be 
certain that social media will 
continue to play an ever-im-
portant role in everyone’s lives. 
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shared experiences is one 
example of something that we 
have preserved during these 
challenging times. Head of the 
Middle School John Gifford 
noted that coming together 
during Assembly has helped 
Nobles continue to function as 
a community. “I think that what 
makes ‘community’ is shared 
experiences, which is why we 
are so committed to a morning 
assembly,” he said. The quality 
of an assembly does not matter, 
but its value lies in the fact that 
we are all watching it together.
 Hailey Brown (Class I) 
also discussed the importance 
of Assembly: “It’s a place where 
people can be vulnerable and 
open up to the community.” 
Brown spoke of the casual 
environment in the ‘Tent of 
Miracles’ and the advantage of 
having an almost one-on-one 
experience in Zoom assemblies. 
“Having a place where people 
can share their voices has been 
maintained and the feeling that 
people can come forward and 
give a voice to something they 
care about,” she said. Brown 
continued, “It is a place where 
people can be celebrated and 
where others look forward to 
what performers have to say.” 
 Neal commented that 
the space we are in does not 

matter as much as our connec-
tions to each other. “I think, 
overall, connections between 
people are what make Nobles, 
Nobles. High school is a little 
lonely sometimes for people, 
but I think that the effort that is 
put into our connections makes 
Nobles special,” she said. We 
have lost the casual relation-
ships formed through brief 
hallway discussions or sitting 
beside people in classes, but 
Nobles has provided students 
with more connection opportu-
nities through Zoom afternoon 
programs and clubs that they 
may not have been able to 
attend before.
 Head of Upper School 
Michael Denning talked about 
Nobles’ commitment to pro-
viding support and times for 
the community to connect. “We 
want to continue the process 
of taking care of one another,” 
Denning said. He elaborated, “I 
have heard a lot of folks [teach-
ers in the ISL] being beaten 
down by complaints, but that 
has not been our experience. 
We have virtual assembly, clubs 
and organizations, and the 
Nobleman still running.” Gif-
ford agreed: “We are trying to 
continue building that quantity 
time with each other because 
the quality comes from the 

quantity.”
 Even though these 
opportunities are being provid-
ed, students have found that it 
is harder to connect virtually. 
Neal recommended students be 
bold and set up Zoom nights, 
Kahoots, or Netflix parties to 
stay connected with each other. 
She said, “I don’t think there is 
any negative impact of reaching 
out to someone you want to 
stay in contact with or you’re 
missing. It can feel like the 
end of the world if they don’t 
want to hang out, but I know 
that nine times out of ten that 
if somebody I didn’t know as 
well wanted to FaceTime me, 
I’d be like ‘Um, yeah!’”
 Similarly, Brown 
suggested that students set up 
meetings with teachers and 
fellow students that they really 
miss, whether they were very 
close before or not. “Just catch 
up and see how they’re doing. I 
guarantee that you’ll feel more 
connected,” she said.  
 Many connections at 
Nobles are strong and rela-
tionships can be maintained 
through reaching out. Den-
ning said, “Crises don’t make 
communities stronger. I think 
that strong communities show 
that strength during crises and 
that’s what we’re seeing at No-

bles right now.” Denning also 
commented on the importance 
of maintaining the wisdom we 
have developed due to these 
changes. Shifting spaces and 
Virtual Nobles has taught com-
munity members about what 
they value and what they miss 
in times of change. “I think that 
right now we are living more in 
the moment, and it’s ironic but 
it is good,” Denning said. 
 We may have to work 
a little harder to stay a commu-
nity during this pandemic, but 
almost everybody is looking 
forward to coming back now 
that we have learned what truly 
makes Nobles special: relation-
ships and shared experiences. 
Neal especially highlighted 
that she could not wait to get 
back to being an in-person 
community: “I get this warm 
fuzzy feeling at school events 
where I’m like ‘Wow, I am 
really proud of my community,’ 
because it feels like we are all in 
this together.”  

(Credit: Zoom, Netflix, TikTok, Snapchat, Google Hangouts, Instagram)
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Update on the Senior Leadership Applications

 Spring is always busy 
for juniors. On top of the col-
lege application process, they 
also must decide about how 
they want to spend their last 
year at Nobles. This includes 
choosing classes, joining clubs, 
and applying for leadership 
roles. Last year, faculty at-
tempted to ease the stress of yet 
another long application with 
the Standard Application for 
Class I Leadership Positions.
 Meredith McBride 
(Class I) wrote an opinion 
piece for The Nobleman 
regarding this topic last May, 
explaining how she believed 
that this abbreviated format 
was actually more harmful 

        Joe Bianchi
        Staff Writer 

 All throughout No-
bles, students are grieving 
the moments they lost due to 
COVID-19. Seniors miss grad-
uation, juniors miss the chance 
to tour colleges, sophomores 
miss getting their driver’s 
licenses, and even freshmen 
miss their first high school 
spring. Athletes miss their 
spring seasons and actors miss 
their spring plays. Kids are 
even missing the little things, 
like eating lunch on the castle 
balcony or hanging out with 
groups of friends. 
 However, one group 
has been unfairly excluded 
from the conversation. This 
group, who was completely 
sidelined, has, in fact, been 
robbed of more important 
experiences than any other 
group of students. They have 
been wondering: Why have we 
been grieving for the seniors? 
We’re clearly losing the most. 
That’s right, you know who 
I’m talking about: the middle 
schoolers. 
 Seniors may have lost 
a few minor things, like their 
senior spring and graduation, 
but the middle schoolers have 
been robbed of major and for-
mative hallmarks of the Nobles 

          Anya Cheng
          Staff Writer 

A Moment of Silence for Middle Schoolers during COVID-19

for rising seniors. She pointed 
out that the traditional longer 
application refined the group 
of applicants to only those who 
were willing to dedicate their 
time to demanding positions, 
and prevented under-qualified 
students from receiving certain 
roles.
 Despite a somewhat 
negative response, not much 
has changed with the applica-
tion this year: only one of the 
few questions on the form was 
a written response, and even 
that was only one sentence. 
The rest were just checking off 
boxes and one-word answers. 
The minimal amount of work 
required to submit the applica-
tion left many current juniors 
conflicted about the process.
 When asked about the 
application, Antonia Gomez 

(Class II) said, “It was super 
short and would have been bet-
ter if they had asked a specific 
question for each leadership 
position. Nobles might have a 
better sense of who’d be better 
suited for each role if it wasn’t 
just the one sentence.” This 
concept of the application not 
being enough to base a leader-
ship position off of is similar 
to one of the points McBride 
made. It can’t be judged wheth-
er a person is well fit to run a 
club based on a single sentence, 
according to McBride.
 However, Gomez also 
said regarding the length, “It 
was definitely nice only having 
to answer one question because 
it was super quick and easy.” 
This was the intended purpose 
of the new format and may 
have seemed to be the most 

ideal solution, but it also had 
its corresponding flaws; a long, 
more stressful application gives 
a better sense of each candi-
date’s fit for the position, while 
a short, less stressful applica-
tion doesn’t evaluate a student 
as accurately. 
 Students who applied 
for leadership roles outside of 
the standard application feel 
similarly. Rising Shield Head (a 
leader of the tour guide pro-
gram) Zack Popiel (Class II) 
said, “I liked that [the Shield 
Head application] was different 
from the standard [application] 
because I could really focus on 
the reasons why I wanted to be 
a Shield Head. I didn’t really 
feel like I was applying for a 
particular position in the other 
one.” Many agree that the stan-
dard application did not feel 

specified enough and may not 
be helpful in deciding on who 
should lead which club.
 One would think that 
after feedback from students 
and the written Nobleman 
piece denoting its flaws that 
the faculty would revise the 
format. Having some common 
questions might be useful, but 
in order to give students the 
opportunity to show why they 
are best suited for a position, 
it would be helpful to have 
at least one longer response 
question unique to each lead-
ership role. The application 
was a good effort, but could 
be changed so as to most fairly 
represent Nobles students. 

experience. So, middle school-
ers — this is for you.
 Let’s start with the 
basics: Step-Up ceremony (for 
the fifthies). Senior graduation 
cannot even begin to compare 
to Step-Up. This is a moment 
for the fifthies to stay on cam-
pus for three hours after their 
grades and comments meet-
ings, eat Flik cookies for the last 
time until the fall, and cele-
brate being less than halfway 
through their Nobles experi-
ence. 
 Some think of Step-Up 
as a brief, unimportant step in 
one’s Nobles journey; however, 
fifthies disagree. They have 
been robbed of the chance to 
spend hours texting their entire 
grade the night before, agoniz-
ing over whether to wear white 
pants or a “t-shirt dress” (the 
dress code is purposely vague 
and confusing). They have lost 
the opportunity to win a cov-
eted middle school award that 
they can’t list on their Common 
App and will collect dust on 
their nightstand for four years; 
to see their name on the “No 
Scraps” list and their parents 
in the crowd, swooning with 
pride; and to walk out of Vinik, 
ready to be at the bottom of the 
food chain yet again, feeling 
like they’ve reached the next 
level of their Nobles experience 

–– like they’ve ~stepped-up~.
 However, the last 
day of school is not the only 
thing middle schoolers have 
lost. They lost three months of 
snack. For half of them, their 
last three months of snack. This 
could be the most devastat-
ing loss. Snack, an experience 
reserved solely for the Middle 
School, is irreplaceable. When 
the fifthies arrive back at school 
in the fall, they will be in for a 
brutal awakening. No longer 
will snacks be handed to them 
on a white plastic platter. Wel-
come, fifthies, to the world of 
deciding between being on time 
to class and spending $2 on a 
chocolate croissant. 
 Soon, the taste of a 
blueberry Nutrigrain bar or a 
Belvita biscuit will bring tears 
to the eyes of every middle 
schooler. During quarantine, 
sixies and fifthies alike have 
found themselves tossing and 
turning in their beds, unable 
to sleep, thinking of the aban-
doned cardboard boxes full of 
Cheez-Its and Scooby Snacks 
sitting in the forbidden middle 
school kitchen. 
 When high schoolers 
list Nobles spring activities that 
they miss, they often mention 
the solar car lunch. However, 
fifthies don’t miss the solar 
car lunch –– they don’t have 

enough time to eat it anyway. 
They miss something much 
worse: the solar car project 
itself. 
 This year’s fifthies 
will never get the experience 
of building the solar car. They 
won’t get to spend an entire 
class trying to melt the hot 
glue from a misplaced axle 
with a hairdryer. They won’t 
experience the pure, unadulter-
ated joy of watching your car 
finally move, only to realize it’s 
just rolling down a slight hill. 
They won’t get to have friend-
ship-ending disagreements 
over naming their car. 
 Now, what middle 
school graduate can forget 
standing on the tennis courts in 
the blazing hot sun, watching 
the rest of the school eat all of 
the chipwiches in the shade? 
Or watching your car sit on 
the starting line, not moving, 
while the rest race to the finish? 
Or winning a race, hearing no 
reactions, and realizing that not 
one single student is actually 
watching? And what would the 
Nobles middle school experi-
ence be without a last-minute 
wheel change that leaves you, 
your partner, and Science teach-
er Christopher Averill in tears 
of frustration? 
 And finally, this con-
versation cannot be complete 

without acknowledging the 
most quintessential Nobles 
middle school experience: 
phone jail. As any recent 
middle school graduate can 
attest to, there is simply no joy 
quite like releasing your phone 
from jail for the last time. It has 
been reported that multiple 
fifthies have been replaying 
that moment from the end of 
the day on March 11th, the last 
time they would ever release 
their phone from its wooden 
cell, attempting to recreate the 
happiness that was so cruelly 
stolen from them. Unfortunate-
ly, this joy cannot be recreated 
off campus. 
 And so, middle 
schoolers, just know that the 
Nobles community is here for 
you. We grieve with you, not 
the seniors. We can’t begin to 
comprehend the magnitude of 
what you lost, but we will keep 
you in our thoughts –– and next 
year, we’ll see you in Morrison 
Forum when we go to steal a 
snack.  

Satire

(Credit: @noblesmiddleschool)
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2019-2020 As a New Freshman

Fall:
Your first day as a Nobles 
student. You kind of liked 
your retreat, but everyone is 
complaining about how all of 
those identity activities were 
silly, so you agree. The cool-ish 
breeze is halted by this weird, 
circus-smelling tent that sur-
rounds your first assembly. You 
wonder why this thing wasn’t 
mentioned on the tour last year. 

Fall Afternoon Program:
You decide that 3rd’s Boys Soc-
cer is the place for you. Other 
freshmen are on the team, and 
you like the idea of being the 
dominant player who would’ve 
made varsity if he had just 
tried out, but decided that his 
friends were more important 
than his athletic prowess. The 
only problem? Triple E strikes, 
and your mom takes you off 
the team. “You have to do an 
inside activity this fall,” she 
tells you, “It’s just too danger-
ous out there.” So you end up 
doing strength and condition-
ing for the indoor sessions. 
For any outdoor workout, she 
excuses you, emailing Coach 
O’Neil that you have a doctor’s 
appointment. 

Best and Forgotten Moments of 2019-2020 Academic Year

1. EEE and “Afternoon” Night 
Lights: 
You have probably forgotten 
that there are other viruses in 
this world besides COVID-19. 
You have also probably forgot-
ten that the virus EEE, formal-
ly known as Eastern Equine 
Encephalitis, struck our com-
munity long before the corona-
virus. Not only did EEE alter 
practice schedules for many 
teams, but it also changed the 
beloved “Friday Night Lights” 
to “Friday Afternoon Lights 
But Not Really Lights Because 
The Sun Was Still Up.” None-
theless, students still painted 
their faces with blue and 
white, the food trucks made a 
tasty appearance, and school 
spirit ran as rampant as those 
pesky EEE mosquitos. 

2. PHP dress code announce-
ment and Tati Rachlin driving 
her moped into assembly: 
Although the Nobles dress 
code seems more like a sug-
gestion than a code, there was 
a brief period of roughly five 

         Emily Orscheln
        Copy Editor 

minutes this past fall when it 
seemed like students would get 
in trouble for wearing leggings, 
bralettes, shirts with logos, blue 
denim, and skirts shorter than 
Steve Harvey’s hair (and yes, I 
know he is bald). During those 
five minutes, when members 
of the Peer Help Program took 
to the tent stage, the one and 
only Tati Rachlin (Class I) rolled 
up in style, and a bit late, on 
her moped. She made up for 
her lost time with some public 
roasts, all in good fun and for 
the sake of the dress code. 

3. White text ban: 
Of all the things I miss about 
Nobles, frantically highlighting 
every email in search of hidden 
messages tops the list. Sadly 
this tradition, much like many 
others this year, was cut short 
last October after a few ~ques-
tionable~ jokes. Who knows 
though, with Memorial Day 
having passed us, white text 
could reappear just like white 
jeans. 

4. “Free him!”: 
Also known as Finn Harrington 
(Class I), along with various 

other student musicians, having 
to play their drums in a glass 
box “for acoustic reasons.” Was 
Harrington the inspiration for 
Roddy Ricch’s “The Box”? We 
may never know… 

5. MAC lockdown: 
In November, a lockdown oc-
cured due to a potential armed 
gunman in close proximity to 
campus. Although I was off at 
St. Mark’s running in the ISL 
cross country championship, 
I felt very informed from the 
multitude of calls and text 
messages from the school. If 
you want a full rundown of 
the lockdown, check out Anya 
Cheng’s feature piece published 
in last December’s Nobleman 
issue. 

6. The time the tent almost 
came crashing down during 
Mr. Halperin’s theatre an-
nouncement: 
I always knew the Tent of 
Miracles was strong, but I never 
knew just how strong. That is 
until Director Dan Halperin, 
encouraging kids to audition 
for Les Mis, gave a speech 
about his relationship with 

theatre, all while the tent was 
shaking like a freshman after 
five cups of coffee. In case you 
forgot, the tent did not come 
crashing down and Les Mis 
was a smashing success.     

7. Choral concert at the Dedam 
Community Church: Although 
I am not musically gifted, it was 
a gift to listen to music from so 
many amazing members of our 
community during the choral 
concert this past November. 
The best moment of the con-
cert? The finale, when every 
singer lined the walls of the 
church to perform “Draw the 
Circle Wide.” 

8. Gavin Swartz, star of Les 
Mis, sadly getting a bloody 
nose: 
The Gavin Swartz (Class IV) 
captured the hearts of many 
this past winter when he 
played Jean Valjean in the 
Nobles production of Les Mis. 
A little unknown fact about 
his impressive performance? 
On the final night, Swartz was 
struck with a bloody nose just 
minutes before the curtain 
was supposed to open. Yet, 

in typical theatre fashion, the 
show did in fact go on, thanks 
to creative cast members (and a 
tampon). 

9. Rocky Batty winning the 
Harry Styles tickets but then 
the concert being cancelled: 
Winterfest (woot woot) was 
the final all-school event of the 
year. Luckily, it was a success 
and left many students en-
tertained and happy, albeit 
sweaty. Rocky Batty (Class I) 
was left especially happy after 
winning the coveted Harry 
Styles tickets. Sadly for Batty, 
along with thousands of Harry 
Heads around the world, the 
concert was cancelled due to 
COVID-19. Who knows though, 
I have a feeling corona cannot 
kill Harry Styles’ comeback… 

10. The time our community 
came back to campus after 
COVID-19: 
Okay so yes, this one has not 
happened quite yet, but do not 
lose faith. Good things are in 
the works, my friend. 
  

    Griffin Callaghan
        Staff Writer 

Winter-ish: 
You survive the fall smooth-
ly enough. On one of those 
in-between days where no 
one has an afternoon program 
except for the varsity kids, your 
mom tells you to walk all the 
way from the Shattuck doors 
down to the front entrance of 
the school where she is parked. 
You keep your eyes down in 
case anyone looks at you. But 
luckily, you see your mom’s car 
tucked behind a minivan right 
before the stop sign. Swinging 
the door open and hopping into 
the car, you say, “Hey mom!” 
feeling much less embarrassed 
by the whole walk past the Art 
Center windows. Then you 
look up into the confusion and 
fear to see someone’s dad or 
grandfather or older brother or 
something. You gotta be kid-
ding me. You don’t say a word. 
You just pull the handle shut 
as hard as you can and sprint 
down the hill, not stopping 
until you see your real car, all 
the way down the hill.

Full-On Winter: 
This tent situation is starting 
to get tiresome. First it smelled 
like your 8th grade gradua-
tion. Then it was freezing and 
you spent the entire assembly 
shivering in your fold-out chair, 
wishing you had bought into 
the “flannel over a sweatshirt” 

trend, because it seems way 
warmer than just being in a 
sweatshirt. And now? Now 
you’re lightheaded because of 
the gas fumes used to add some 
heat into the tent. Although it 
doesn’t feel that much warmer 
to you. 

March 11:
You sit in your last period 
biology class. That girl in your 
class you got reassigned to sit 
next to finally seems open to 
talking with you, and you guys 
just hit day 10 on your snap-
streak. Things are looking up. 
And then her phone buzzes. 
The teacher looks up angrily, 
to see who could possibly be 

disrespecting the sanctity of 
the classroom, but before he 
can reprimand her, she yells, 
“School’s over. We have to go 
to the library right now. They’re 
sending us home.”

Spring: 
This is it. Your last challenge. 
The only thing standing 
between you and summer is 
one final Zoom call. And this 
summer is going to be different; 
you can feel it. You begin chan-
neling that positive energy. You 
begin reading the end-of-year 
memoir your English teacher 
assigned, and is now making 
you share aloud. You feel the 
words leave your lips, but you 

(Credit: @nobleandgreenough)

can’t feel yourself think. Some-
one is speaking through you, a 
higher being it seems. “I know 
these times are challenging,” 
you say, “but it is through a 
powerful will and strength that 
you will preva––

**YOUR INTERNET CONNEC-
TION IS UNSTABLE** 

First Zoom displays this 
message, then quits altogether. 
Panic sets in. You’ll never get 
that moment back, your first 
true triumph. You glance at the 
time: 11:56 am. Eh whatever. 
Class ended a minute ago, and 
there’s no point jumping back 
in. See you next fall, Nobles. 

(Credit: @nobleandgreenough)

Student Life



Student Life
  Page  10     •                          •    May 29, 2020

Assembly’s Greatest Hits
Meredith McBride 
Managing Editor

Morning assembly is 
one of the most special as-
pects of Nobles. As seniors 
graduate and reflect on the 
performances of the past six 
years, The Nobleman has 
compiled a list of the greats 
(in semi-chronological order, 
thanks to the record kept 
by the “Nobles 2020” play-
list on Layout Editor Nat-
talie’s Gualdron’s Spotify)!

1. Sam Hoban ‘15 singing a hauntingly beautiful rendition of Hozier’s “Take Me to Church”: Ask any senior who has been here 
since sixie year, and they’ll immediately name this classic performance as a favorite.

2. Alex Maund and Michaela Thompson (both ‘15) dueting “Fast Car” by Tracy Chapman (and all of Alex Maund’s perfor-
mances in general): I vividly remember hanging out in the Middle School and listening to their recording of this song on 
SoundCloud. If you weren’t there for the original performance, give it a listen. 

3. Mac Porter ‘17 blessing us with an original song, “Too Young to Be Alone,” and his version of Ed Sheeran’s “Castle on the 
Hill”: Another one that’s on Spotify and Apple Music, but nothing can compare to the amount of love and nostalgia for Nobles 
that came from experiencing “Castle on the Hill” live as a community. Here’s a live video if you want to relive it: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=z-ZL2CJe6O4

4. Matthew Soloman dancing and singing to “Fergalicious” with Shianne Williams and Magdalena Blaise (all ‘18) better than 
Fergie herself: This may have been one of the greatest days I experienced at Nobles; the positive energy in the room that 
morning was unmatched.

5. Henry Patterson (Class II) singing anything and everything, but especially Jason Polley’s “Appleseed” with Jamie Patter-
son ‘18 on the box and SWV’s “Weak” with Mishara Nozea and Emma Manigat (both Class II): The hardest part of making 
this list was choosing which Henry Patterson performances to include. I had to go with “Appleseed” because everyone loves 
a sibling duo, especially when it involves the box, and this was one of the first performances that launched him into Nobles 
stardom. “Weak” is a personal favorite of mine that can only be described as angelic; those three voices blended flawlessly.

6. Dani Abouhamad ‘18 crushing Weezer’s “Say It Ain’t So”: Electric song, electric performance. Enough said.

7. Katie Giordano ‘17 making a triumphant return: Katie G’s dancing was definitely a highlight of our middle school assembly 
experience, and the shock and excitement when she graced the stage for one final performance years later was truly epic.

8. Owen Asnis, Henry Dolgoff, Alex Stimpson (all ‘19), and French exchange student Elinor shocking us all by rocking out to 
U2’s “Sunday Bloody Sunday”: Very few exchange students in Nobles history have been brave enough to take the stage, but we 
are so lucky she broke the mold.

9. Ben Clifford (Class II) absolutely shredding to Lynyrd Skynyrd's “Free Bird” with Owen Asnis ‘19, Alex Stimpson ‘19, Max 
von Schroeter ‘19, Harrison Cohen-Harding ’19, and Bryan Thomas (Class I): I have the video of this saved to my phone and 
made every member of my family listen to it more than once. Arguably one of the most legendary performances of all time.

10. Hailey Brown (Class I) getting us on our feet with “CAN’T STOP THE FEELING”: I had to include a performance from 
the Tent of Miracles, and this one is the standout. Nothing like getting up and dancing in the aisles at 8 am!

11. Alex Halaby (Class II)’s original song, “Charlotte”: There wasn’t a girl in Lawrence that morning who didn’t curse her par-
ents for not naming her Charlotte (except, of course, those lucky enough to actually be named Charlotte). 

12. Dylan Cleverly (Class II) making virtual assemblies worth tuning into with his original song, “Religion”: This was one of 
the coolest performances ever, and I can only imagine how great it would have been live. (ICYMI, it’s on Spotify!)

(Credit: www.nobles.edu)

To Do Post Q(uarantine)

Get a real haircut 
Hug friends/have a big friend gathering 
Have a graduation 
Walk around without a mask on
Play basketball
See a live musical
Have a sleepover/brunch
Go to favorite ice cream store 
Go to the beach 
Be in the same room as family members (mom, wife, kids)
Hang with mom and kids 
Visit grandparents 
Fly somewhere tropical 
Go back to school
Go to a Red Sox game and get Dippin’ Dots in a Red Sox hat bowl

Get buffalo chicken wings in a restaurant
Go into Boston
Have pizza at the Nobles turf
Drive in same car as friends 
Hang out with spring team 
Go to other people’s houses
Go to a concert 
Give real celebrations to 2020 graduates and people who had quarantine 
birthdays 
Grocery shop without anxiety
Leave parents forever
Go on a road trip with friends 
Get eyebrows done 
Drive to California 

Becca Gill
Layout Editor

The Nobleman asked members of the community what they were most excited to do post-quarantine. Here 
are some of their answers (and feel free to write them down and cross them out when you get to it too!).
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Ways to Stay Politically Engaged During Quarantine 
Anya Cheng 
Staff Writer

A lot has changed regarding 
how we consume news, espe-
cially for students. Many usually 
rely on school to stay engaged, 
so they can find themselves in-
creasingly disconnected over 
quarantine. And for those who 
continue to stay engaged, the 
news itself has recently become 
more overwhelming! The major-
ity of coverage and discussion is 
about COVID-19, pushing oth-
er news to the background. One 
example of this is the traditional 
political (non-COVID related) 
coverage. So, how can students 
stay politically engaged during 
this time, even with the logisti-
cal challenges of quarantine and 
a surplus of COVID-19 relat-
ed stories? Here are some tips:

1. Filter your news!
It may feel like every sources’ front page is covered with COVID-19 updates. While this is important to read, it may feel impossible 
to get to other topics. On almost all news sites, there is the option to filter your news by topic: politics, business, style, travel, etc. By 
thinking carefully about what news you really want to read, and choosing that, it’s easier to be engaged without feeling overwhelmed. 

2. Sign up for specific newsletters.
Almost all news outlets provide newsletters, and during quarantine times, many have begun to provide certain newsletters for free. 
These are a great way to receive daily, digestible, and interesting pieces of news, directly to your inbox. Newsletters range from broad 
(try “The Morning” by New York Times or “5 Things” by CNN) to very specific (try “Fox411” by Fox News for entertainment news, 
or “In Her Words” by New York Times for news about women). This is a perfect strategy to get news with little effort, about topics you 
really care about. 

3. Take advantage of Nobles’ news resources!
Go to lib.nobles.edu, then “Research,” then “Primary Sources.” You’ll find that Nobles actually provides its students with free access to 
a lot of great news sources, like the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, and the Boston Globe. 

4. Use all possible news sources to keep variety. 
In a recent survey, we found that Nobles students use a wide variety of sources to get their news - the New York Times, Instagram, Ap-
ple News, White House Press Briefings, and Snapchat are all examples. All of these (and more!) bring something to the table - use NYT 
or the press briefings if you’re looking for something more formal, or scroll through Instagram when you want something quick. 

5. Talk to people! (Friends, parents, grandparents, siblings…)
Talking to your parents, siblings, and friends about what’s going on in the world can be a great replacement for all of the ~classroom 
discussions~ you’re missing during quarantine.

6. Watch late night shows. 
These shows are a perfect mix of comedy and politics, which is great if you want to stay politically engaged without feeling like you’re 
in school. If you can’t watch the actual shows, watch clips on YouTube, or read the NYT “Best of Late Night” section to stay updated on 
the best jokes and moments from each show. 

7. Check with your local library.
Public libraries often have a slew of resources for staying politically engaged - discussion groups, blog posts, book lists, and online 
resources are some examples. Obviously some of those resources may be currently unavailable, but check your library’s website for 
information. 

Why Mixed Government Messaging Won’t Do Any Good
Hadley Winslow

Staff Writer

It’s no secret that, in principle, 
the US has handled COVID-19 
poorly and the White House task 
force has given mixed messages. 
Qualified doctors like Deborah 
Birx and Anthony Fauci have 
tirelessly explained data corrob-
orating statements made by or-
ganizations like the Center for 
Disease Control (CDC) and World 
Health Organization (WHO). Yet 
contrastingly, President Trump 
and Vice President Pence have 
struggled to articulate feasible 
protocols and plans to Ameri-
cans. One of the primary reasons 
America is struggling to curb the 
spread of the virus is the incon-
sistency in government messag-
ing at the federal and state level. 

The initial confusion orig-
inated in our nation’s capital: 
The White House. On March 9th, 
Trump first appeared live to a co-
hort of reporters and on national 
television to millions of Amer-
icans. Flanked by Pence, Birx, 
and Fauci, Trump has appealed 
to citizens almost daily in the 
last two months to answer ques-
tions and attempt to assuage feel-
ings of dire worry and concern.

In an analysis of 260,000 
minutes of press briefings, the 
New York Times dissected every 
nuance and detail of President 

Trump’s coverage, highlighting 
the many moments of self-ap-
probation, crediting or blaming 
others, hyperbole, exaggeration, 
and falsification. The Times ex-
plained in a piece released on 
April 26th that, “The briefings 
became so problematic — espe-
cially after Mr. Trump’s danger-
ous suggestion last week that 
injecting disinfectant could help 
people who are sick with the vi-
rus — that the White House is 
now considering limiting them.”

Recently, the White House has 
expressed their intent to disband 
the task force in the near future, yet 
America continues to be warned 
that, in fact, a second surge of the 
virus is almost inevitable. Addi-
tionally, infectious disease pro-
fessionals assert that we’re cer-
tain to face doom if stay-at-home 
orders are lifted prematurely.

Not only has the President 
promoted nonsensical cures, but 
he has also indicated that state 
governments would be in charge 
of making reopening decisions 
based on local conditions. Now, 
governors across the country are 
using their discretion to make 
these critical calls. The major-
ity of states have authorized 
a partial reopening or have a 
plan to do so in coming months.

When Texas’ stay-at-home 
order expired on April 30th, the 
governor did not renew it, al-

lowing stores, restaurants, and 
malls to reopen at limited ca-
pacity. Shortly thereafter, cases 
began to rise again. The lack of 
widespread testing makes it near-
ly impossible to detect another 
surge of the virus in time to con-
tain it. A New York Times coro-
navirus daily briefing featured 
this sentiment from Dr. Thomas 
R. Frieden: “Having states and 
territories all doing competing 
and uncoordinated experiments 
in reopening is daring Mother 
Nature to kill you or someone 
you love. Mother Nature bats 
last, and she bats a thousand.”

While localized decision-mak-
ing is appropriate when consid-
ering how economies will start 
to recover, it poses another chal-

lenge for those states that cannot 
yet safely reopen. It prompts the 
question: if I wanted to go to a 
restaurant (or mall, or shop, etc.,) 
couldn’t I drive to another state?

This evasion of protocol is not 
productive for our families, health 
care workers, towns, and states if 
the end goal is to return to some 
semblance of normalcy as soon as 
possible. Not only does it contra-
dict the advice of many esteemed 
medical professionals, but it per-
petuates the inevitability of a sec-
ond wave of the virus. It’s analo-
gous to speeding up to take a turn 
while driving, instead of hitting 
the brakes. Around the world, citi-
zens stayed home for almost three 
months before reopening. Yet in 
America, after (in some cases) less 

than eight weeks, states are itch-
ing to return to normalized ac-
tivity, when in fact, these actions 
virtually erase previous progress. 

Everyone has lost something 
because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Whether it was something 
trivial, like a haircut; something 
sentimental, like graduation; 
something meaningful, like a 
spring season; or something dev-
astating, like the loss of a loved 
one; each one of us has had a try-
ing experience with this pandem-
ic. But one thing is sure: mixed 
messaging from government lead-
ers endorsing a premature open-
ing can only hinder the health 
and wellness of every communi-
ty that COVID-19 has touched.

(Credit: Getty Images)

Opinion
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Mask On, Not Mask Off

 As the coronavirus 
pandemic progresses, the 
debate regarding the use of 
face masks has surfaced. The 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) recom-
mends that everyone wear face 
masks - sick or otherwise - to 
slow the spread of the virus. 
Studies have shown that people 
can transfer the virus even if 
they don’t exhibit any symp-
toms, which is also known as 
being “asymptomatic.” When 
someone has the virus, a mere 
sneeze, cough, or exchange of 
words sends minuscule respi-
ratory droplets with the virus 
into the air. These droplets 
can either land on the mouths 
or noses of people nearby or 
even be inhaled into the lungs 
of anyone in close proximity. 
Research has also shown that 
the virus can survive in the air 
for up to three hours. 
 Given that a face mask 
covers your mouth and nose, 
it can block the proliferation 
of the virus into the air when 
you sneeze, cough, or talk, and 
it can also limit the chances of 
coming in contact with respi-
ratory droplets already in the 
air. As a result, in places where 
it might be hard to stay six 
feet apart, such as the grocery 

From One P.W.I. (Predominately White Institution) to Another

 I remember walking 
down my upstairs hallway 
as a toddler and looking at 
the college poster my parents 
made for my brother and I. 
Our goals were all laid out for 
us. High school, then college. 
But not just any college: an Ivy, 
or the best of the best avail-
able in higher education. Both 
of my parents are the first in 
their families to attend college. 
Education has always been 
the top priority in our family. 
My parents have sacrificed to 
enroll my brother and I in the 
“best” institutions. But why 
are the top-notch schools usu-
ally predominantly white? 
 My parents decided to 
enroll me in a Catholic school 
instead of the Boston Public 
Schools. They are both teach-
ers, so they are well versed in 
the shortcomings and benefits 
of the Boston Public School 
system. Private school seemed 
to be my brother and I’s best 
opportunity for higher learn-
ing. I have attended school 
with mostly white students 
since second grade. Early in 
my education, I wouldn’t 
notice racial differences to the 
extent that I do now.
 During my six years 
at Nobles, I have often felt 
drained due to the lack of 
diversity. I dreamed of col-
lege being my respite and 
my opportunity to not be the 

       Saffiyah Coker
        Staff Writer 

only black girl in a classroom. 
Before I began the college 
process, I believed that every 
college would be a racial haven 
with no inequalities or issues 
on campus. I was incredibly 
wrong. 

    Olivia Hayward
      Web Manager 

store, the CDC suggests the 
use of cloth face masks for all 
non-health care workers and 
citizens. While a cloth face 
mask cannot guarantee a total 
blockade of the virus, it’s an 
additional layer of protection. 
 Fortunately, cloth 
masks can easily be manufac-
tured, or made at home and 
reused after washing. Many 
cities around the nation have 
been making efforts to enforce 
wearing masks in public. Some 
stores even require employees 
and customers to wear masks 
or cover their faces while in the 
establishments. Before the CDC 
recommended that everyone 
wear a mask, people who were 
wearing masks were perceived 
as “infected” with the virus. 
However, as many people be-
gin following the latest guide-
lines, the stigmas have been 
reversed- people who are not 
wearing face masks are seen 
by some as “irresponsible” or 
“careless.” 
 Personally, I am a firm 
believer that keeping your dis-
tance from people and limiting 
the spread of the virus in what-
ever ways possible are import-
ant and essential to flattening 
the curve. While social distanc-
ing and hand washing are of 
prime importance in the current 
lockdown, mask wearing only 
complements these measures 
and helps to reduce the trans-

mission rate. 
 While I wear a mask 
and abide by social distanc-
ing measures, there are some 
who protest just that. The first 
anti-lockdown and anti-social 
distancing protests started in 
Michigan, but soon spread 
across the nation. Just last 
week, as I was walking my dog, 
I turned the corner and saw 
hundreds of demonstrators, 
well within six feet from one 
another and without masks, 
protesting on Beacon St. 
 The rally was orga-
nized by conservative nation-
alist Jeffrey T. Kuhner, who 
was joined by hundreds of 
Massachusetts citizens waving 
Trump 2020 flags and posters, 

some of which read, “This Cure 
(Social Distancing/Lockdown) 
Is Deadlier Than COVID,” 
“Freedom Trumps Safety,” and 
“I Need a Haircut. Baker is 
Killing Small Businesses.” The 
protestors shouted for Gov-
ernor Charlie Baker to revoke 
his stay-at-home advisory and 
“reopen.” It was hard to see so 
many people protesting some-
thing that was specifically en-
forced to limit the spread of the 
virus, and even harder to see 
the protestors refusing to take 
any safety measures or consider 
the citizens who live in Boston 
and are fearful of getting the 
virus.
 Of course, masks alone 
cannot block out the virus com-

pletely, but they can provide 
another layer of protection that 
not only benefits you but the 
people you come in contact 
with. When my sister and I go 
on runs in the city, we wear 
masks in addition to running in 
bike lanes or on less populated 
roads because any protection, 
even if imperfect, is worth it. 
And science tells us that if more 
people cooperate with what the 
CDC recommends, the quicker 
social distancing measures can 
be reduced. As the pandemic 
continues, there is no doubt we, 
as a society, will face several 
challenges that will require 
mutual effort and cooperation.

(Credit: Sammy Walkey)

But why are the top-
notch schools usually 
predominantly white?

 During my sophomore 
year, I witnessed an onslaught 
of collegiate racial incidents. In 
the news, I would see a black-
face incident at one school, a 
racial slur incident at another, 
and a campus police-related 
run in at yet another. I was 
fearful of every school I was 
remotely interested in. I des-
perately wanted to avoid a 
repeat of the isolation I felt in 
high school. I did not want to 
continue to educate others on 
microaggressions and the other 
facets of attending predomi-
nantly white institutions. I was 
exhausted from advocating for 
myself and others.
 I began my college 
process with incredibly specific 
criteria. I needed to be in a city, 
the campus needed to have at 
least 6% black students, and the 
school needed to be diverse. 
Then before I knew it, the list 
began to increasingly narrow. 
I did not understand why so 
many higher level institutions 
did not have greater percentag-
es of black students. But then, 

I began to understand that 
whatever school I attend would 
have a greater racial diversity 
than high school due to a larger 
student body. The number of 
students of color would in-
crease across the board due to 
the nature of a larger school. I 
rationalized the low numbers 
with the acceptance that what-
ever I would have in college 
would be greater than what I 
had in high school. 
 During junior fall, I 
accompanied my friend to 
the Homecoming event at her 
family’s alma mater, Florida 
A&M University, a Historically 
All Black College/University 
(H.B.C.U). After the weekend, 
my mind was set on attending 
FAMU or Howard University. I 
had never felt so welcomed or 
embraced by a group of strang-
ers, all of whom looked like 
me, before. A few months into 
the college process, I began to 
evaluate the financial packages 
associated with Howard and 
FAMU. 

No college is with-
out incidents; I be-
lieve that to be the 
nature of predomi-
nantly white insti-
tutions. There will 

always be ignorance 
and prejudices.

 However, I used the 
apparent lack of financial aid to 
avoid applying to these schools. 
I wanted the ivory-tower 
and New England prestige. I, 
unfortunately, tied much of 
my self-worth to the prestige 
of the school I would attend. 
I believed that if I enrolled in 
a prestigious predominantly 
white institution, all of my ed-
ucation would be purposeful. 
Simply put, I wanted to get into 
the lucrative school with the 
low acceptance rate. But, I also 
wanted racial diversity often 
not found in elite institutions. 
 No college is without 
incidents; I believe that to be 
the nature of predominant-
ly white institutions. There 
will always be ignorance and 
prejudices. After a recent racial 
incident in a college group 

chat, my heart sank. My college 
experience had not even begun 
and yet, blatant racism was 
already being thrown around. 
I expected apathy from my 
fellow classmates, and for black 
students to be the only ones 
proving him wrong. To my 
surprise, dozens of students of 
all colors were chiming in to 
discredit one student’s racist 
remarks. 
 Attending another 
P.W.I. does not mean that I 
will feel alone. In fact, I will 
feel incredibly supported by 
the diverse community. While 
the numbers may still be 50% 
white, more than 8% of stu-
dents will be advocating for 
me.  

(Credit: http://ballbearingsmag.com/2015/12/07/black-at-a-white-university/)
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 As this year comes to a close, many seniors are nostalgic while looking back on their Nobles experiences. Everyone has memories of their 
classes, teachers, and friends to point to while thinking about what made their experience great, but one huge part of Nobles culture that 
might be overlooked is the food. I’ve realized how much I miss Castle food during this time and urge the seniors not to give up hope. Al-
though this may be as good as it gets, I’d recommend that you all find a few dates to come back and eat your favorite meals. Because it’s 
been so long since the last time we were on campus, here are the top five lunches you should be sure to keep an eye out for on the calendar:

The Finest of FLIK

1. Fried Chicken Sandwiches: This was an easy addition to the list. So many people love the fried 
chicken sandwiches, and with good reason. The chicken alone is great, but is raised to the next level 
with the numerous sauces provided by Flik. In addition to the sandwich, you also have curly fries, 
which are by far the best side to any meal. They’re crispy, thin, and super flavorful. Seniors, I’d be 
surprised if any of your former classmates turned down a Castle lunch on a Fried Chicken Sand-
wich day.

(Credit: https://www.seriouseats.com/recipes/as-
sets_c/2015/08/20150815-five-ingredient-chicken-sand-
wich-16-thumb-1500xauto-425890.jpg)

(Credit: https://natashaskitchen.com/wp-content/
uploads/2019/09/Philly-CheeseSteak-3-728x1092.
jpg)

2. Philly Cheesesteaks: This is my personal favorite meal at the Castle for so many reasons. First, 
the cheesesteaks themselves are great. They’re cooked to the point where they’re not dried out, but 
still have great flavor. Add cheese on top and that alone is an awesome lunch. Second, the combina-
tion of steak fries and the cheese is incredible. They go perfectly with the cheesesteak and are one of 
the better side dishes Nobles has to offer. Lastly, we usually have one of the best desserts on these 
days. This includes but isn’t limited to chocolate pudding, chipwiches, or an assortment of cakes. I 
usually find myself getting more than one plate on days like these.

3. Breakfast for Lunch: On days where we have breakfast for lunch, I usually end up eating close to 
a week’s worth of food in the span of one hour. Flik provides bacon, sausage, scrambled eggs, pan-
cakes, waffles, french toast, and boxes upon boxes of donuts from Krispy Kreme. My freshman year, 
science teacher Jeremy Kovacs told my biology class that his favorite part about breakfast for lunch 
was making a bacon egg and cheese sandwich on an open donut in the panini press. If you haven’t 
tried it yet, I suggest adding that combo to your bucket list. This is definitely not a day to miss in the 
Castle. 

(Credit: https://www.eatthis.com/wp-content/
uploads/media/images/ext/222859319/full-break-
fast-battle.jpg)

4. The Ramen Bar: The ramen bar is the most well-rounded meal at the Castle. It’s a lunch that 
tastes amazing without making you feel like you just ate a brick. There are tons of options in terms 
of what you can do with the bowl, including different types of noodles, chicken or tofu, toppings, 
and broth. It’s the ideal dish for long meals while catching up with friends and teachers. 

(Credit: https://rasamalaysia.com/wp-content/
uploads/2019/04/instant-pot-ramen1.jpg)

5. Stuffed Shells: The baked stuffed shells on Pasta Wednesday are always a hit –– they stick with 
the pasta tradition while also changing up the style and taste for the week. This is not only a great 
lunch based off of the sheer popularity, but it’s also a very convenient meal. The shells themselves 
don’t take too much time to eat, so it’s perfect for a quick lunch. This works well if you have some-
where to be or want to hurry down to the MAC to watch the JV hockey game. 

(Credit: https://www.forkknifeswoon.com/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2013/05/StuffedShellswithSpinach-
Ricotta5-TextWEB.jpg?x21978)

Honorable Mentions: 
- Beef and Broccoli
- Flank Steaks
- Korean BBQ

Thank you seniors for the work you’ve put in this year, and we’ll be hoping to see you back at the Castle soon!
Joe Bianchi
Staff Writer 
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 Before coming to Nobles, I spent years watching my sister’s games and 
hearing stories about the endless opportunities life as a Nobles student provided. 
I compared Nobles to high school life in movies. It didn’t take many stories and 
games to convince me I wanted this school. 
 I have never lived without something to be excited about here. Each day 
I went to school looking forward to performances in assembly, library laughs 
between classes, and walking to practice playing country music with the most 
special teammates I’ve ever had. I recall vivid, such enjoyable memories during 
each of my four years because students and faculty made it easy to connect. I have 
gotten to know the different sides of faculty, my coaches, and my community in 
a way I was never able to before. They turned a campus into a home for me and a 
place I don’t know if I will ever be ready to leave. 
 All through high school, I looked forward to senior spring. I watched class-
es come together in this final stretch to have the most fun. I imagined myself 
playing spikeball on the beach, hustling after practice to make it on time to Class 
I dinner, and graduating with a Castle backdrop. Getting this taken away from 
the path of my life is something that I struggle with. I realize the pain I am feeling 
is because of how much experiences at Nobles meant to me.

Becca Gill

 Ever since Sixie year, I have admired the upperclassmen who seemed to do 
everything and know everyone. I loved how they could make a home for them-
selves in every corner of campus. So, I resolved to experience almost every as-
pect of Nobles available to me. This school allowed me to break out of my shell. 
Throughout my Nobles career, I have played soccer and basketball, sung, paint-
ed, took photography, joined the crew team, attended S2S (Sister 2 Sister), and 
just about everything else under the sun. I fell in love with talking to different 
people and being part of the many communities on campus. 
 I was often afraid that I would be unable to find my place on campus. I 
worried that I wouldn’t be exceptional at anything, unlike most of my class-
mates. But joining clubs and afternoon programs taught me that I do not need to 
be exceptional at anything — I just need to love what I do. I have found a home 
in so many places on this campus. I have found safety in the people that I have 
come to know. The erg room, the painting studio, the boathouse, and the library, 
among other places, have grown with me. 
 Saying goodbye to the people and places feels abrupt. I did not anticipate 
being apart from my communities so soon. But, Nobles has taught me that these 
connections do not just end on May 29th; Nobles continues on forever. 

Saffiyah Coker

 Now, six years later, I thought that I would be wrapping a pretty pink bow 
on my time at Nobles and saying goodbye to it. Unfortunately, that is not my — 
or anyone’s — reality. The past few weeks, it has been so easy for me to simply 
wish and pray for more time instead of dealing with the idea that this is the end.
 It isn’t the way I wanted it to be; it never even crossed my mind before, 
and now we are staring right at it. I will forever be grateful to the people who 
formed what Nobles means to me. Nobles really is just a place, but every one 
who is there lights it up. Whether it was just a hello in the hallway or a six-year 
friendship, thank you for everything. I know that my time at Nobles would be 
completely different without all of you in it.
 Thank you to every teacher that I had for opening my mind up to new 
ideas and beliefs. You all challenged me every time I stepped in your classroom 
and helped me to leave this school as a much better student. Thank you to my 
friends for taking a place and making it into a home. Thank you to all of the 
teams, clubs, and groups that I joined for being welcoming and inviting. And 
thank you to my family for leading me to Nobles, and then letting me spend ev-
ery moment possible there. 

Lucy Del Col
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Emily Orscheln

Anushka Harve

Two weeks ago, I returned to campus for the first time since quarantine. Ev-
ery little experience that day –– from the buildings I saw to the sounds I heard 
–– reminded me of what makes Nobles special to me and our community.

 I drive with my windows down, thinking of the days I arrived late to 
school, zooming a little too fast on the speed bumps and turning down the mu-
sic to see the parking spots better. I park next to the middle school and debate 
putting the parking brake on, just like I would’ve on Saturday layout days with 
the Nobleman. 

Walking next to Baker, I remember how Dr. Craft and Mr. Lower would 
give up time on their days off to be there for our Biochem class. I trace a path 
around the library, peering into the quiet room where I spent hours studying 
diligently; I loved playing music aloud (and mouthing along) in that beautiful 
room once it was empty in the afternoons.

Strolling sideways along the pathway towards the Castle, it’s like I’m giv-
ing a tour again to a prospective student; “this is usually the ‘a-ha!’ moment,” I 
joke to them here. After a quick Castle photo-op, Arnav and I walk arm-in-arm 
back up towards Shattuck; we would’ve done the same during our final Thurs-
day 11:05 lunches. I hear the bells chime for 5 pm –– they ring proudly as al-
ways, louder without the chatter of students.

Contemplating my Nobles experience, there’s so much I wish I could dis-
cuss –– so many people to thank, experiences to highlight, stories to share. It’s 
the little moments that stick out the most. As a Class of 2020 senior, memories 
are all I have. Luckily, memories don’t have a graduation date. 

It’s funny how I started and ended my Nobles career the same way: crying. 
Six years ago, I had no idea how hard I’d be pushed, how strong I’d become, or 
how much I’d come to love this place. Nobles is many things to me, but above 
all, my home. 

 Mr. Sheeran, easily one of my favorite people, once told our cross country 
team: “Life is but a collection of moments.” When I think back on my time at 
Nobles, all I can think is the small moments that made up my six years. 

 I think of being in seventh grade and terrified of Mr. Bussey, now my 
advisor. I think of being in eighth grade and meeting Elizabeth Warren on the 
way back from our D.C. trip. I think of being a freshman and, with the support 
of my new, yet soon-to-be forever running buddy Izzy Kocher, finishing my first 
ever cross country race. I think of being a sophomore and winning the ISL cross 
country championship. I think of being a junior and running for SLC president. I 
think of losing, yet being met with an unbelievably strong wave of love and sup-
port from this community. And then I think of being a senior and taking a selfie 
with friends outside the library on a chaotic, yet seemingly trivial, Wednesday 
afternoon in March. 

A major tenet of our cross country team is the idea of cherishing every step 
and every second as if it were your last. I was never able to fully grasp the true 
meaning of this phrase until that Wednesday afternoon selfie became the final 
moment of my six years at Nobles.

Julia Temple

Not many people know this, but I didn’t get into Nobles at first. I received 
my waitlist letter and felt like the world came crashing down around me. My 
mom told me, “you will always end up where you need to be.” As I wrote let-
ters and emails to the admissions office to state my continued interest, I finally 
got that call that changed my life. Four years later, as I’m about to complete my 
Nobles journey, the world comes crashing down again, this time in the form of 
news updates. It’s really hard accepting that the future won’t be what you imag-
ined. 

But, I believe that every challenging thing is accompanied by a good thing. 
Reflecting on my four years, I think of long NTC rehearsals followed by trips 
to JP Licks, hours spent perfecting a Nobleman article met with people discuss-
ing it in classes, a traffic-filled morning giving way to assemblies, hard classes 
paired with good friends, and difficult nights studying reflected in my college 
acceptance letter. I feel like I’ve learned so much about myself through trying 
things I never believed I could have. 

The loss of closure means my Nobles chapter won’t ever be fully closed. 
But, I think that can be a good thing. I’ll always be tied to campus, to friends 
and teachers I met here, and I’ll always be filled with immense gratitude for 
the time that I had. I look forward to the day I can pick up on the page where I 
left off and make more memories to finish that Nobles chapter. I look forward 
to telling my teachers, in person, how much they meant to me and changed my 
life. So, even as the world lays fractured at my feet, I feel confident that Nobles 
has taught me how to pick up the pieces and push forward. 



  Page  16     •                          •        May 29,  2020

Senior Reflections

Meredith McBride

Drew Barry

Thank you to every member of the Nobles community who gave me the oppor-
tunity to explore all parts of myself, and help me find my place as a student, friend, 
athlete (number one supporter of the greatest teammates), ensemble member, tutor, 
mentor, and more. I am incredibly grateful to have spent the most formative years of 
my life at a place like Nobles. Even though at first, I floated between friends without 
feeling strong ties to any areas of the school, I slowly began to find my place. 

 Many times over the course of my Nobles career, I became disenchanted with 
the idea that it’s a “special” place, dismissing it as a cliché. And although it is cliché, 
time and time again, the people of this school proved to me that it is, in fact, a special 
place that will change you if you let it.

 My message to everyone lucky enough to have time left at Nobles (you hear this 
all the time because it’s genuinely good advice): try anything you’re interested in and 
don’t worry about what other people might think. Many of my happiest memories and 
best friends came from trying the things in high school that I was too scared to in mid-
dle school. Try hard, every day, to make the most of your experience. Don’t be discour-
aged by the word “no”; let it make you resilient and push you to keep trying. I promise 
it will be worth it. 

I honestly can’t say whether my time at Nobles was the fastest four years of my 
life or the slowest. There were certainly times where I felt the never-ending onslaught 
of homework, tests, and essays, but I can simultaneously recall perfectly Mr. Pratt 
fake-proposing on stage and my first time riding the bull at Fall Fest. Regardless of the 
tempo, life at Nobles seemed to push me to become better. 

I’ve never been the talkative type, and reaching out to new people didn’t come 
easily. I’m sure that freshman year me would be baffled by how far I’ve come, especial-
ly with my time spent on stage. I viewed those bold enough to express themselves in 
assembly as role models. Students like Max von Schroeter and Harry Sherman never 
failed to impress me with their confidence and humor whenever they stepped into the 
spotlight. Because of them, I slowly but surely followed in their footsteps. I still remem-
ber my first time on stage. I was stiff as a board as I looked out to the 600 eyes staring 
me down as I informed them of an upcoming Weiqi meeting. 

Even now, I still have those nerves as I go up for Golden Dawg announcements or 
to announce assemblies as a prefect. What calmed the butterflies was drawing inspi-
ration from those that came before me. I might never know this, but I really hope that 
there was somebody in the crowd that watched me the same way I watched Max and 
Harry, someone that will continue to inspire the community in the place I believe to be 
most sacred to the institution.

Nattalie Gualdron

I am so lucky to have spent my last six years at Nobles. Growing up in an un-
der-resourced community and a mediocre public school system, I could have never 
imagined that I would have ended up as a student in such a great private school. 
Nobles opened up many different opportunities for me. My middle school years were 
filled with excitement and disbelief as I tried to find my place in this new world. Al-
though at times it was difficult, I had the immense and endless support of my teachers 
and advisors. I was able to confide in them, and they gave me the best advice, listened 
to me, taught me life lessons, and helped me work through stress and challenges. I am 
grateful for the life-long friends I’ve made, the trips I took, and all the smaller commu-
nities of the clubs and afternoon programs I was lucky to be a part of. 

I’ve spent five years cheering on other classes as they received their diplomas, 
with happy tears streaming down their face and the biggest smiles you’ve ever seen. 
I’ve counted the years, months, and then weeks until I was to do the same, but it feels 
like everything I’ve looked forward to has disappeared. Even though this is not how I 
imagined my Nobles journey would end, I appreciate the efforts of our community to 
celebrate as best it can. Nobles cares, and remains a truly special place because of the 
people that are part of it, physically or not. I will be forever grateful for this community 
and the challenges we have faced together. 

 I could never articulate all the lessons I’ve learned from Nobles, but one that has 
stuck with me through this crazy year is to never expect things will happen exactly as 
you imagine. Middle school was an incredibly difficult time for me, but I never expect-
ed I would make the awesome friends I have now. Freshman year was equally difficult 
to the point where I didn’t think I was going to stay at Nobles longer than another year. 
But here I am, despite the fact that I’ll be graduating from the safety of my own house. 

Senior year has definitely been a testament to this lesson; my high school career 
wasn’t anything like I fantasized it would be, but I couldn’t be happier with it. I’m not 
saying I have any regrets at all; I regret not seeking out why I was pulling a D+ in Civ-
ics my second semester of 8th grade (spoiler alert: it was undiagnosed ADD). I regret 
not being more on time with my responsibilities (and I’d like to take this opportunity 
to apologize to everyone I’ve given anxiety for late things). I regret not being kinder to 
myself because everything could have been so much easier if I’d let myself breathe.

 My imperfect path at Nobles is perfect to me because it shaped who I am. Thank 
you to Mrs. Bussey for supporting me, Ms. Hamilton for making my senior year in-
credible, Iz and Holden for being the raddest Nobleman role models, the Nobleman for 
always being something I look forward to and completely reimagining how I approach 
my art, and everyone else who has shaped the life I never knew I could have. 

Sammy Walkey
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What If...
... Jeffrey Alphonso didn’t own a galaxy 
hoodie?
... Katie Armstrong didn’t love puzzles? 
... Sam Athanasia didn’t rock that blue 
jacket?
... Colby Bailey weren’t called a porce-
lain doll when he came to Nobles?
... Alex Bao had all school email privi-
leges? 
... Drew Barry weren’t heaven on earth 
in the form of a man?
... Rocky Batty never spilled Teriyaki 
sauce on himself?
... Oliver Bernstein weren’t everyone’s 
favorite sweetheart?
... Kiley Bertos wore colors besides 
black?
... Ethan Bondick didn’t ski for the 
Mexican national team?
... Hailey Brown didn’t have even more 
energy during quarantine?
... CJ Burke weren’t a truck connois-
seur?
... Mari Capone didn’t love iced coffee?
... Ali Castro didn’t waddle?
... Kevin Chen never started the Weiqi 
club?
... Gyu Choi never joined a hacky sack 
circle?
... Saffiyah Coker didn’t wear bright 
colors?
... Maeve Connolly didn’t pierce her 
own ears?
... Brett Cosby wasn’t an absolute bal-
ler?
... Finn Crawford didn’t run faster than 
light?
... Jack Cronin didn’t score 5 goals in 
one hockey game?
... Yara Da Silva weren’t the queen of 
volunteering?
... Giana De La Cruz knew people’s 
names?
... John De Los Santos weren’t always 
laughing?
... Lucy Del Col weren’t a coxswain?
... Patrick Denning weren’t on the Celt-
ics Instagram?
... Reese Dickinson weren’t a stellar 
skier?
... John DiNovi weren’t a prodigy at 
everything?
... John Dixon were a goalie?
... Dan Donahue weren’t DanDonMed-
ia?
... Tate Donnelly weren’t a computer 
god?
... Celia Dorsey hated One Direction?
... Paloma Ducrest weren’t French?
... Wyatt Ellison still had long hair?
... Charlotte Epker didn’t bleed blue?
... Dan Epstein didn’t love his crocs?
... Max Farber didn’t know how to do a 
backflip?
... Kiley Flynn liked all foods?
... Jack Freeman weren’t a future sports 
general manager?
... Becca Gill never had health prob-
lems?
... Angela Giordano didn’t absolutely 
own FNL?
... Nattalie Gualdron didn’t make the 
best playlists?

... Charlie Guerra didn’t have 4 Nobles 
stickers on the back of his car?
... Sammy Guerrero weren’t the nicest 
kid in the grade?
... Finn Harrington weren’t trapped in a 
box onstage for the first semester?
... Kevin Harrington never wore col-
lared shirts?
... Clay Harris never took Japanese?
... Anushka Harve weren’t Queen 
Nush?
... Nick Hazard never stood up in as-
sembly?
... Caroline Higgins weren’t called 
Chiggs?
... Sakura Hinenoya weren’t a baddie?
... Noah Janfaza didn’t break the Janfa-
za curse?
... Sam Jankey weren’t a pro pinner?
... Bronwyn Jensen weren’t an island 
goddess?
... Will Keating weren’t vulnerable?
... Lauren Kelley didn’t make inspira-
tional club announcements?
... Pierce Kenney hated Needham?
... Lauren Keohan weren’t such a talent-
ed athlete?
... Rishi Khanna didn’t love the Celtics?
... Annie Khawand didn’t always have 
the best snacks?
... Eleni Kinney weren’t the queen of all 
things tech?
... Matthew Kirkman didn’t wear Lulu-
lemon?
... Anna Kopfler had a British accent?
... Robert Lapsley didn’t participate in 
Movember?
... Cam Large were Cam Small?
... Hannah Lawry wore the same outfit 
twice?
... Braeden Levine weren’t the Chicken 
Parm God?
... Sophia Lowry never went to Bullet 
Journal club?
... Keren Luo didn’t run Nobelium?
... Natalie Maher didn’t have the coolest 
dad?
... Madie Majernik didn’t live in Ms. 
Crowley’s office?
... Betsy Matthew didn’t have naturally 
curly hair?
... Meredith McBride never made the 
musical?
... Jake McHugh didn’t have the cutest 
Nobles family?
... Ella Midura breathed while talking?
... Chris Millay weren’t friends with Mr. 
Danhof?
... Henry Mitchell didn’t have a wife 
and kids at home?
... Will Moore didn’t like “Into the Jun-
gle”?
... Liam Nawara didn’t have the coolest 
life?
... Owen O’Connor didn’t know the 
word “electric”?
... Olly Ogbue weren’t a cultured 
French queen?
... Emily Orscheln weren’t @forkon-
therun?
... Alara Ozguc had brown hair?
... David Pang weren’t friends with 
Jasper?

... Olivia Patz didn’t go to the Domini-
can Republic?
... Nick Perez weren’t Mistah P?
... Jackson Phinney weren’t basically a  
junior?
... Cassidy Piersiak didn’t have a 
scrunchie on her water bottle?
... Kat Poole weren’t incredibly sweet?
... Dayyana Poux didn’t have the best 
sneeze?
... Harrison Quillen didn’t have shoes 
like a hypebeast?
... Tati Rachlin didn’t ride a moped?
... Smita Rajan weren’t the smartest 
person in our grade?
... Harry Roberts didn’t wear bow ties?
... Cozette Russo-Neale had bad taste in 
music?
... Sebastian Sanchez didn’t manage 
boys soccer?
... Jake Sanghavi never worked for the 
Patriots?
... Casey Severo didn’t score every OT 
winning goal?
... Addy Sewack didn’t love animals?
... Claire Shapiro didn’t have the best 
hair?
... Rohan Sharma didn’t run the biggest 
club on campus?
... Rahul Singh didn’t try out for Varsity 
Tennis?
... Vikrum Singh never started the His-
tory Club?
... Ethan Skelly didn’t play the devil’s 
advocate?
... Teddy Slosberg hadn’t quit football 
to become king of the NTC?
... Grace Smith weren’t a physics 
queen?
... Marc Smith weren’t Jack Frost?
... Lily Stevenson didn’t have the best 
laugh?
... Jasper Tahnk weren’t friends with 
David?
... Casey Taitel never joined the basket-
ball team?
... Nick Taylor weren’t NickTQB?
... Julia Temple didn’t have a dog?
... Harrison Theriault weren’t from 
Moldova?
... Bryan Thomas didn’t inspire people?
... Noah Thomas weren’t both athletic 
and artistic?
... Joe Todd weren’t a brick wall in the 
goal?
... Nathan Trudell weren’t the best saxo-
phone player?
... Tuan Truong weren’t a philospher?
... Devon Tyrie didn’t have cats?
... Toby Urell didn’t play guitar?
... Sammy Walkey weren’t viral on Tik-
Tok?
... Lulu Wright didn’t love the ocean?
... Shawn Wu didn’t kill it at the fisher-
man’s dance?
... Emre Yalcindag didn’t rock every 
assembly performance?
... Lauren Young hadn’t met the Queen 
of England?
... Griffin Zink weren’t a one man hype 
machine at sports games?
... The Class of 2020 graduated high 
school?



Back Page
Reverse Staff 
Superlatives

Anushka: Least likely to be 
organized

Drew: Most likely to produce shod-
dy assembly announcement videos
Julia: Least likely to talk about Jolie

Meredith: Least likely to befriend every 
future staff member

Lucy: Most likely to ditch when you 
need her

Becca: Most likely 
to show up to layout 

weekend
Nattalie: Least likely to have 

a good music taste
Emily: Least likely to arrive on time 

during layout weekend
Sammy: Most likely to draw like 

an eight-year-old
Olivia: Most likely to give 

up after one try

Anya: Most likely to 
ignore the news

Kathryn: Least likely to take 
notes during class

Saff: Least likely to use sentence frag-
ments to emphasize a point

Vivian: Least likely to interview a 
diverse group of people

Kait: Least likely to write a 
bout e-cigs, social media, 

and COVID news

Kamran: Least likely 
to suggest the same an-

nouncement ideas every time
Ellen: Most likely to be loud

Grace: Least likely to make creative 
videos

James: Most likely to know where 
his camera is

Angie: Least likely to be 
smiling

Griffin: Least likely to 
make jokes in class

Kayla: Least likely to have a  
creative vision

Hadley: Least likely to be dependable
Joe: Least likely to write about sports
MK:  Most likely to lose her temper

MP: Least likely to give us the 
inside scoop on everything

Some Quotables to Help You Laugh Through 
Stir-Crazy Quarantine

“Excuse me Mr. Bussey, can I go take my chicken out of the oven?”- Joe Todd 
(Class I) in the middle of the first Zoom ‘Noir’ class.

“You know what’s super cute? When an old person dies and then their hus-
band/wife dies.” - our very own Meredith McBride (Class I).

“Yeet me into oblivion, Kathryn.” - Avery Miranda (Class II) in response to 
Kathryn ignoring her Nobleman suggestions.

“Imagine how many turtle heads could fit in here.” - Melanie Morales Alvarez, 
(Class IV) admiring plastic rings.

“I feel like a 60 year old man right now, I don’t understand anything” - our very 
own Anushka Harve (Class I).

“I would eat a raw egg right now. I would crack it and eat it. It wouldn’t be that 
big of a deal.” - Mike Lukasevicz (Class II)

“Every conversation with her is like an out-of-body experience” - Arnav Harve, 
(Class IV) referring to Anushka Harve. 
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Layout Weekend Moodboard
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STAFF MEMBER OF THIS MONTH, 
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AND EVERY MONTH.

(Credit: @jolie.da.pooch on Instagram)
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